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Recently, Father John Christman SSS was named the new 
editor of the Province’s magazine of Eucharistic spirituality. 
He succeeds Father Anthony Schueller SSS who has been the 
editor of the magazine for many years. We have posed some 
questions to Father Christman so that our readers might get 
to know him better as well as his plans for the magazine in the 
coming years.  

Could you please give a brief overview of your 
ministry and involvement over the last several 
years since your ordination to the priesthood 
so that our readers can get to know you a little 
better?
I did my graduate studies in theology at Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago. At Catholic 
Theological Union I worked towards two 
degrees: A Master of Divinity degree (required 
for ordination) and a Master of Arts in Theology 
degree. After ordination, I continued in Chicago, 
helping in our parish, and finishing my studies 
for my MA in theology. After I completed my MA thesis, I 
was assigned to Saint Paschal Baylon parish, in Cleveland, 
Ohio. I was assigned as parochial vicar of the parish. 
There I took part in a wide range of pastoral ministries and 
responsibilities. From more administrative roles (member of 
parish finance council, pastoral council, liturgy commission) 
to presiding at weekday liturgies, Sunday liturgies, weddings, 
funerals, baptisms, school masses, to leading our parish art 
and environment committee. I’ve served the needs of the 
Congregation in a number of different capacities, serving on 
the finance commission, provincial council, and now planning 
commission. I am also a regular contributor to US Catholic 



PRovINcE oF ST. ANN NEWSlETTER

2

“I’d like the magazine to speak to the many issues Catholics 
with a eucharistic spirituality encounter in their lives.”

New Editor for Emmanuel Magazine...Continued from previous page

Painting of Saint Jean Baptiste Church in 
New York City by Father John Christman 

Continued on next page...

magazine in the area of art and theology. 

In 2014 I took on the role of art director of Emmanuel magazine. It was also at 
that time that we put together a new editorial board and administrative board 
to re-envision the magazine. We redesigned the format of the magazine and 
launched the Emmanuel website. 
 
How do you feel about being named the editor of Emmanuel magazine?
I was very excited to be named editor of Emmanuel magazine. I love engaging 
theological and pastoral topics and Emmanuel gives me a wonderful opportunity 
to do that. Emmanuel also gives me a great outlet for my creativity. I think 
there is a real craft to constructing each issue of the magazine. As an artist, 
I care a great deal about all the pieces working together to make a cohesive 
whole. I hope to weave each issue together around different pertinent themes. I 
think this will give our readers a chance to explore eucharistic perspectives on 
topics from multiple angles.  

What gifts and energy do you think that you bring to the magazine?
The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament has not only provided me with 
an excellent education, but they have also given me a wide variety of pastoral 
ministry experiences. I’ve learned to see Jesus in so many different faces, 
whether serving as a hospital chaplain in Chicago, Illinois, feeding the homeless 
in downtown Albuquerque, New Mexico, teaching high school in New York 
City, New York, or presiding at a typical Sunday Mass in Cleveland, Ohio. 

These pastoral experiences 
have broadened my 
understanding of what 
people deal with in their 
daily lives. I’d like the 
magazine to speak to the 
many issues Catholics with 
a eucharistic spirituality 
encounter in their lives. 
  
What are your plans to make 
the magazine more enticing 
and relevant to your readers 
in the next few years?
A few years ago, as the 
administrative board sought 
to update and redesign 

the magazine, I proposed a guiding 
principle taken from our Rule of Life, 
“To see all of reality in the light of 
the Eucharist.” This is a captivating 
line and the board embraced it. We 
have since used it as a subheading on 
our table of contents. I want to delve 
deeper into this guiding principle. 
I often notice how fragmented and 
compartmentalized people’s lives 
can become. Faith inadvertently 
becomes one more thing to check 
off one’s list. Instead of being life-
giving it’s just another requirement. 
That’s a shame, because people need 
spiritual nourishment to deal with all 
of the challenges in their lives. There 
is a hunger to live more integrated 
and meaningful lives, lives informed 
by faith. For many Catholics the 
Eucharist is central to that vision. 
Emmanuel can help form a vital faith 
where Eucharist shapes how we see 
the world. To that end, while retaining 
our wonderful authors, I’ve also 
begun seeking out new contributors to 
Emmanuel to offer unique Eucharistic 
perspectives on a wide variety of 
topics affecting our lives. I also 
recognize in this busy world, even 
with the best of intentions, people 
have less time for reading. I’d like to 
offer more concise articles and short 
reflections. These, I believe will not 
only help in the midst of busy lives, 
but also help our readers who use 
Emmanuel in prayer. A short article 
in the midst of prayer offers more 
time for reflection and much needed 
replenishment. Knowing as well how 
visual our culture has become, I’d like 
to create some short eucharistic video 
reflections for our Emmanuel website. 
Engaging all of the senses is certainly 
part of a eucharistic spirituality and 
connects with a younger generation. 
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What do you think are the greatest 
challenges that you and the magazine 
face?
I see two big challenges. The first is 
advertising. Emmanuel has, and will 
continue to have very good content. 
Getting that content to new people 
is a challenge. We have a wonderful 
new website, but directing people to 
that website is a challenge. We have 
to continue to find new and creative 
ways to let people know about this 
wonderful resource: Emmanuel 
magazine. The second challenge is 
reaching a new generation. Many 
reports today speak of a growing 
population of “nones,” that is, people 
that identity as not belonging to 
any religious affiliation. Likewise, 
when we look out at our Sunday 
congregations, we see fewer and 
fewer young people. To reach and 

offer meaningful content to a younger 
generation is an important mission. 

Why would you encourage the 
readers of Bread Broken & Shared to 
subscribe to Emmanuel Magazine?  
How can they do that?
The readers of Bread Broken & 
Shared have already encountered 
eucharistic spirituality through 
all of the wonderful members of 
the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament that they have known. 
When contemplating different topics 
for the magazine I always consider 
the many talents and interests of 
our religious. I’d like to showcase 
their voices in a variety of ways. So, 
Emmanuel is an opportunity to hear the 
rich insights from Blessed Sacrament 
religious that Bread Broken & Shared 
readers have come to appreciate. 

More than this I think Bread Broken 
& Shared often speaks to the “who,” 
“what” and “where” of eucharistic 
mission and spirituality. “Who” 
is involved in “what” eucharistic 
ministry, and “where.” Emmanuel 
fills out this picture by getting to 
the “why” and “how.” Why is a 
particular eucharistic ministry or 
theology so important? How do we 
live eucharistic lives? How do we 
see “all of reality in the light of the 
Eucharist” and “why” would we want 
to? Those are important questions that 
Emmanuel helps each of us to answer 
for ourselves. 

For people wishing to subscribe to 
Emmanuel, they can subscribe online 
at our website: emmanuelpublishing.
org. Or they can contact us via email 
at emmanuel@blessedsacrament.com 
or call (440)-449-2103. 
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Personnel — With Gratitude
by Anthony Schueller SSS – Provincial Superior

A new year is always an opportunity to look back on the past 
and thank God for all who serve in the Eucharistic mission 
of our Province. The generosity of our Blessed Sacrament 
Religious and Associates day in and day out is unequalled. 
Here are some transitions that have happened or are happening 
in our communities. 

Father Michael Arkins 
After serving for six years as the pastor of 
Saint Eulalia Church in Maywood, Illinois, 
a Chicago suburb, Father Mike has returned 
to Saint Paschal Baylon Church in Highland 
Heights, Ohio, as senior associate. 

t Deacon 
Joseph 
Bourgeois
Deacon Joe has 
moved to Regina Health Center, Richfield, Ohio, for 
health reasons, but remains very closely connected 
to the social ministries he founded or inspired at 
Saint Paschal Church, notably Paschal’s Rascals, 
Helping Hands, and Manna. His passion for a faith-
based response to the needs of the poor and those on 
the margins of society touches so many lives. 

Father Robert Chabot 
Father Bob relocated to Regina Health Center, 
Richfield, Ohio, in mid-summer to receive 
specialized care for some medical issues. His 
warm smile and gentleness have endeared 

him to many there 
already, just as they 
did wherever he has 
served. 

t Father John 
Christman
After seven years as the parochial vicar of Saint 
Paschal Baylon Church in Highland Heights, John 
became the editor of Emmanuel magazine with the 
January/February 2020 issue.  

Continued on next page...

“Following in the footsteps 
of St. Peter Julian Eymard, 
our mission is to respond to 
the hungers of the human 
family with the riches of 
God’s love manifested in the 
Eucharist.” Rule of Life 3

Conscious of our call to 
bear prophetic witness to 
the Eucharist, we commit 
ourselves to the renewal of 
Church and society through 
this sacrament, especially 
by:

♦gathering 
communities 
characterized 
by hospitality, 
reconciliation, and 
service;

♦celebrating the 
Eucharist as the 
source and summit of 
the life of the Church;

♦associating others 
with our prayer;

♦giving personal 
witness to the 
presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist;

♦sharing our 
Eucharistic mission 
with others in full 
collaboration.

Who We Are
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Father John Keenan  
Father John, the Vicar Provincial of St. Ann’s 
Province, celebrated his 50th anniversary of 
ordination with family and friends in Northern 
Ireland in late summer.

t   Father Anthony 
Marshall
Anthony, who was 
our vocation director 
for  seven years 
and also taught at 
Borromeo College 
Seminary, Wickliffe, Ohio, has moved to Rome, 
Italy, to begin studies toward a doctorate in Sacred 
Scripture. 

Father Mario Marzocchi  
Following nine years of ministry as the pastor 
of Saint Joseph Church, in Downtown San 
Antonio, Father Mario has returned to the 
Cleveland area where he is busy celebrating 
Masses at different churches and convents. 
Rumor has it that he is as busy as ever!

t F a t h e r 
Joseph Thai 
Tran
Father Joseph Thai marked 25 years of priestly 
ministry in April and traveled home to Vietnam 
two months later to celebrate the occasion with his 
family and friends. He is presently the parochial 
vicar of Saint Joseph Church in Downtown San 
Antonio, Texas.

We also thank our religious from 
other Provinces, Fathers Christian 
Christopher (Sri Lanka), Joselito 
Hitosis (Philippines), Darren Maslen 
(United Kingdom/Ireland), and Antony 
Marcus Pandige (Sri Lanka), for their 
presence and generous service in our 
Chicago, Cleveland, and New York 
communities. All have accepted new 
assignments in their Provinces.

God’s choicest blessings!

t Father 
Christian 
Christopher

 Father 
J o s e l i t o 
Hitosis

t Father 
D a r r e n 
Maslen

  Father 
Antony 
Marcus 
Pandige



A Word of Thanks to our
Partners in Ministry

Many of you returned the enclosed response card in with a generous 
donation to the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament. We are most 
grateful to you for making it possible for our priests and brothers to continue 
their ministry.  Your gift, whether large or small, helps you to actually share 
in the ministry of the Congregation in the USA.  You are remembered daily 
in the prayer intentions of the priests and brothers of the Congregation.
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Father RaviEarnest Sebastin SSS 
(India)
It was a great and challenging experience; 
at the outset of this sharing I thank the 
Province of Saint Ann for coordinating 
it wonderfully. Special thanks to all who 
made our mission appeal successful. A 
word of thanks to Brother Allen Boeckman 
SSS who helped me in the very first mission 
appeal to drive more than five hours from 
our Cleveland community.

For me this is the third time doing the 
mission appeals, with the previous know-
hows, I started, and I was still excited 
and had wonderful enthusiasm to work for the Congregation. I acquired the 
knowledge of different parts of the USA, culture, foods, peoples and priests of 
the dioceses around the country.

I experienced boundless hospitality from our SSS communities where I stayed 
and also the parishioners in othere parishes I visited. This summer I noticed 
that the parishes I visited mostly were very poor parishes, but they were happy 
to assist us in our mission.

I was tremendously cheerful to share our mission with all in the liturgy and 
outside of the liturgy and I heard from many priests and laity that their favorite 
Saint is our Founder Peter Julian Eymard, and shared their involvement in the 
Eucharist and Adoration.

I love to travel and I travelled a lot, that made me travel with passion. In some of 
the parishes the accommodations were simple, but the greater goal of mission 
for the Congregation pushed aside the difficulties. 

While I was asking the people to support our mission through finance and 

Preaching for SSS Missions
Reflections from our Three SSS Missionaries

“I thank the Lord and Our Lady Queen of the Cenacle for 
having guided and protected me in this mission journey.”

Saint Eymard...
His Life

Anniversary of Birth:
February �

once again we honor Saint 
Peter Julian Eymard, our 
saintly Founder on the 

209th anniversary of his 
birthday and baptism. Peter 
Julian, throughout his life, 
celebrated the anniversary 
of his baptism rather than 

that of his birth.

Anniversary of 
Baptism:

February �
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through prayer, I felt that I had more responsibility to give it back to them 
through my dedicated Eucharistic mission generously and joyfully.

I thank the Lord and our Lady Queen of Cenacle for having guided and protected 
me in this mission journey.

Marlon Reyes SSS (Philippines)
From the beginning of the mission appeal, I was 
excited to share our Eucharistic charism with 
all the communities I was being sent to.  

I went and preached in different Catholic 
churches with a task of sharing our 
Congregation’s Eucharistic mission.

I was enthused to bring hope, joy, and charity 
that springs from the Eucharist to all those 
places I preached.

Yes, I thought it was I that would give to those 
in the parish communities I visited. However, 

it was the parishioners who shared their hope, joy and charity with me! Their 
kindness, warm welcome, and generosity were way beyond my expectation.  I 
will always be grateful to them and to all the pastors of those parishes.

I was amazed with so many things.  It’s my first time in the U.S.A.  Every new 
place excited me and seeing all the beautiful places was a thrill.  

But, during my prayer I am also reminded of what a spiritual adviser once told 
me: “Wherever you may find yourself, make every moment of your life an 
encounter with meaning.  You can only make every moment meaningful if every 
encounter is truly an encounter with persons.  Persons are the most meaningful 
of beings, and if you approach every human being as a person, then your life 
will be one endless encounter with meaning.”

In every parish community I went to, everyone had a story to tell.  Listening to 
their stories, I began to hear my own story being told.  Every story tells a truth, 
every truth is a moment of grace.  Indeed, when two or three are gathered in the 
name of love, the Lord will be in our midst, in the stories we tell, preach and 
share are nothing but stories about grace.

I am grateful to everyone whom I 
encountered in this mission journey.  I 
am also grateful to God for this grace-
filled moment in my life as a priest.
    

Brother Gilton Ferreira de Holanda 
SSS (Brazil/Argentina)
During this past Summer, I was 
scheduled to participate in the 
Mission Appeals Program of the 
US Episcopal Conference with the 
Blessed Sacraments Religious of the 
Province of Saint Ann.

I visited the States of Ohio, New 
Jersey, Illinois, New York and Texas. 
There were 11 different parishes that I 
preached in and many celebrations in 
which I participated with their local 
communities. I shared the Eucharistic 
Table by nourishing them with love 
for the mission of the Church that 
knows no geographical or cultural 
frontiers.

In every place I went, I could feel the 
love of God’s people for the Church 
and its mission. I was well received 
by pastors and especially by the lay 
people. From them I received an 
example of surrender and generosity. 
In addition, I was also able to present 
our Eymardian Eucharistic charism, 
of which many heard perhaps for 

“I am grateful to everyone whom I encountered in this 
mission journey. I am also grateful to God for this grace-

filled moment in my life as a priest.”

Preaching for our SSS Missions...Continued from previous page
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the first time. It was a surprise for 
many to meet me and know that in 
Consecrated Religious Life there 
are also religious Brothers who are 
not clergy, which strengthened the 
testimony of a Religious Family 
composed of various ministries.

Equally important was the living 
together fraternally with the Blessed 
Sacrament Religious and Lay 
Associates. Without the determined 
support of each one of them, the 
realization of the Mission Appeals 
would not have been possible. I had 
the joy of living in four of our SSS 
communities in the US Province. 
I found doors and hearts open to 
welcome me generously. Each one 

taught me something about the English 
language, the local culture, and the 
way of being Blessed Sacrament 
Religious of the North American 
continent.

For that reason, I particularly thank 
Father Anthony Schueller SSS, 
Provincial Superior, who generously 
maintains the historic collaboration 
with the whole of our Congregation. 
And I make special mention of the 
Director of the Missions who for the 
love of the Congregation collaborated 
closely so that everything happened 
in the best possible way.

And not all of the above would 
be enough, the mission period has 

helped my Province of origin, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (Argentina-
Brazil-Chile), to acquire necessary 
resources to cover part of the high 
costs we have for the formation of 
the new Religious, particularly our 
Scholastics in theology. So, on behalf 
of the Religious of South America, I 
offer our gratitude and communion.

Finally, I have a wish that I hope 
one day will become a project. 
In the same way that I have been 
able to share a new ecclesial and 
Congregational reality, I think that 
Religious and Lay Associates from 
the United States could also have a 
similar experience in the lands of the 
South. Surely, we would all grow in 
our mutual knowledge and missionary 
commitment, making the International 
Charismatic Family a reality because 
its Eucharistic character overcomes 
the divisiveness of national borders. 
As I have experienced here in the US, 
we will wait for you at the airports 
of Argentina, Brazil and Chile: 
Welcome! 

“In every place I went, I 
could feel the love of God’s 
people for the Church and 

its mission.”

Preaching for our SSS Missions...Continued from previous page

Gracious God of our 
ancestors, you led Peter 
Jul ian Eymard,  l ike 
Jacob in times past, 
on a journey of faith. 
Under the guidance of 
your gentle Spirit, Peter 
Julian discovered the gift 
of love in the Eucharist 
which your son Jesus 
offered for the hungers 
of humanity. Grant that 
we may celebrate this 
mystery worthily, adore it 
profoundly, and proclaim 
it prophetically for your 
greater glory. Amen.

Prayer in Honor of 
Saint Peter 

Julian Eymard
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Religious Communities in 
Florida, New York, 

Ohio, Texas
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From Our Provincial Superior
Forward in Hope
by Anthony Schueller SSS

Anyone older than 25 will remember the “Y2K” scare. It’s 
hard to conceive that we are now 20 years past the frenzy 
that accompanied the change in millennium in the year 2000. 
Many believed that a catastrophic malfunction in computers 
and other digital devices would create massive disruptions in 
public services and cause jetliners to plunge to the ground or 
into the sea. Hope was overshadowed by fear, or at least by 
uncertainty.

We Christians ought to be the most hopeful of all people; after all, Christ has 
done the great deed that accomplished God’s redemptive plan and inaugurated 
the kingdom. As we transition to a new year and a new decade, are we hope-
filled?

I believe that the Eucharist can help us reclaim hope. The eschatological 
dimension of the sacrament can easily be overlooked in our rightful emphasis 
on the memorial of the Lord’s death and its saving effects in our lives amid the 
challenges of each day.

Simply put, the Eucharist weaves together past, present, and future, and inspires 
hope. As we remember God’s faithfulness in the past and look to the future, we 
are filled with renewed confidence and hope.

Theologian John F. Baldovin, SJ, in the introduction to a C21 Resources paper 
on the Eucharist written for Boston College in fall 2011, says eloquently:

“If the Eucharist is the celebration of how God wants the world to look, then 
every time we celebrate, we anticipate the banquet of God’s kingdom ‘when 
every tear will be wiped away.’ In other words, the reign of God looks like 
human beings who, recognizing their sinfulness, know that God’s mercy is far 
greater. The reign of God looks like people who are gathered to receive his 
word gratefully. The reign of God looks like people who allow God’s Holy Spirit 
to form them into a community that accepts life from God, blesses God with 
everything that is in them, are broken and poured out for others in imitation of 
the Lord Jesus who has given us this pattern. The reign of God looks like people 
who share the most unimaginably precious gifts freely because they know that 
all is gift in Christ.”

In times like ours, it is easy to be skeptical, dour, and even pessimistic. Events 
in society and tensions and imperfections in the Church contribute to a sense of 
heaviness. Will the coming year be better? Can we find common ground? Can 
grace touch our troubled world and lives?

It already has! May each celebration 
of the Eucharist, each moment spent 
in adoration and contemplation, each 
gesture of service done in Christ’s 
memory increase our hope! 
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Father Ernest’s Ecumenical Corner
Praying in the Spirit
by Ernest Falardeau SSS

Saint Peter Julian Eymard in the original Constitutions of 
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament indicates that his 
religious should develop the prayer “inspired by the Holy 
Spirit” during their prayer of Adoration in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament. We know that our baptism has given us 
new life in the Father, Son and Spirit. We are “temples of the 
Holy Spirit” who lives in us and gives us grace that sanctifies 
us throughout our lives. Mystics, including Father Eymard, are 
very aware of this life in the Spirit. When we pray, our prayer is 
not only inspired by the Spirit, it is joined to the prayer of Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist. Indeed, when we pray the psalms and 
canticles, we use the very words inspired by the Holy Spirit.

The Eucharist and the Holy Spirit
The Eastern Churches have helped us a great deal both through the Fathers of 
the Church and the liturgical tradition, to see the Holy Spirit as the “vivifier”, 
the giver of life, and the power who gave order of the universe. The Incarnation 
of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Virgin Mary is “by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
The Holy Spirit transforms bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ. 

Saint Paul teaches us that the Holy Spirit is important to our prayer. In the First 
Corinthian epistle he points out: “The Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the 
human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s 
except the Spirt of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us 
by God. And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom 
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual” 
(1Corinthians 2:11-13). 

Eymardian spirituality makes it clear that eucharistic adoration is not so much 
our talking to God as praying with Jesus, i.e. contemplating, as a woman her 
child, the great moments of God’s love in creation, redemption and salvation. 
We speak to God, but that is not the best part. Listening in wonder and awe to 
what God inspires in us in the silent, quiet of the night and in the light of our 
faith and love, we hear the word of Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, our 
brother, Savior, and Lord.

Eucharistic Adoration Today
Many young people are drawn to 
eucharistic adoration, even more 
than their older brothers and sisters. 
However, there is a great need to 
build their devotion on scripture, 
tradition and the perennial teaching 
of the Church. Saint Eymard’s deep 
awareness of the real presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist continues to 
inspire people of all ages to share this 
awareness and love for Jesus Christ 
who shares his life and gift of self to 
the Father. 

Father Ernie’s Blog
Fr. Ernie’s Blog is an 
extension of the ministry 
for Christian unity and 
interreligious collaboration. 
It can be reached easily 
through the link at www.
blessedsacrament .com. 
Questions and comments 
are welcome.
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by Diana McGinty, Associate

A group of men and women made their Promise 
Commitment as Associates of the Blessed Sacrament 
during Mass recently in Winter Springs, Florida.

The journey began a few years ago, with a Come and See reception for 
members of Saint Stephen’s who had expressed a desire to learn more about 
becoming an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament Congregation. Twenty-
nine began the twelve-month discernment and formation program.

The majority of the sessions were taught by Father George Dunne SSS, 
while Jim Brown, the Director of the Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing, 
presented Session IV, “Historical Development of the Aggregation,” and 
associate Joe Pankowiecki presented a teaching on Saint Peter Julian 
Eymard’s life and mission during Session II. As the monthly gatherings 
continued, the candidates participated in rich discussions and looked 
forward to attending each meeting.

Twenty-six adults, including six couples participated in the Mass and 
Commitment Ceremony. Father Norman Pelletier, SSS, past-Superior General 
and Provincial Superior, and Father George concelebrated, with associate and 
Deacon Jim Ferruzzi assisting. The celebration included new associates who are 
Eucharistic Ministers serving in that role and new associate Mary Horne as the 
lector. Several of the existing 18 Saint Stephen associates were in attendance.

We were thrilled to have Father Norman who had surgery earlier this year join 
us and honored that Saint Stephen’s was his first official long-distance travel 
destination to conduct the ceremony. Father Norman was the homilist at each 
of the weekend Masses and was welcomed by many parishioners who knew 
him from previous visits for the Life in the Eucharist Teams and traveling on 
two annual pilgrimages several years ago with Father George and members of 
the parish family.

New associate Rosalie Beckman shared: “After many years of walking my 
path and asking God for his guidance, I feel I’ve finally reached a prayed-

New Associates at Saint Stephen’s

for milestone. I look forward to 
the continued prayer, spiritual 
companionship and Eucharistic love 
that comes with this part of my earthly 
journey as an Associate of the Blessed 
Sacrament.”

Longtime members of Saint 
Stephen, Sylvette and Scott Wittmer, 
stated, “Becoming Associates of 
the Blessed Sacrament is amazing 
and especially a spiritual-uplifting 
experience of our Catholic journey. 
The Eucharist is such an important 
piece of the paschal mystery, and 
through this journey we were able 
to connect to the Blessed Sacrament 
and gain a closer relationship with 
Jesus himself. We could not be more 
blessed by having Father George 
as our teacher, guide, and mentor. 
What a treat to have Father Norman 
present for our promise made to the 
Blessed Sacrament Congregation as 
associates!”

Continued on next page...

“I look forward to the continued prayer, spiritual 
companionship and Eucharistic love that comes with this 

part of my earthly journey as an Associate of the 
Blessed Sacrament.”
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Ann Newhouse, who leads the evening Bible Study at Saint Stephen, said: 
“This was an incredible moment in my faith life journey of living a life centered 
on the Eucharist. It was a divine experience beginning with the beautiful Mass, 
gathering around the altar to make our Covenant Promise, receiving our 
crosses, then Communion from fellow new associates who are also Eucharistic 
Ministers, culminating with a delicious celebration luncheon of food, fellowship, 
and family members who supported us along the way. This yearlong journey 
has deepened our understanding of the Holy Scriptures, Eucharist, and the 
spirituality of Saint Peter Julian Eymard. I look forward to continuing to grow 
and serve during my faith journey by focusing on the Eucharist as the center of 
my life as an associate.”

A festive luncheon was held following the Mass and Commitment Ceremony 
with 55 in attendance in the Parish Conference Center. A day filled with the 
Holy Spirit as we gathered around the Table of the Eucharist, then the table of 
fellowship as one body in Christ!

“I look forward to 
continuing to grow and 
serve during my faith 

journey by focusing on the 
Eucharist as the center of 
my life as an associate.”

New Associates...Continued from previous page
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Continued on next page...

A Preaching Mission in Fort Worth

made them for 
RV. I told them 
I was beginning 
E u c h a r i s t i c 
adoration and was 
seeking to buy one 
for our adoration 
oratory, but if 
these were limited 

to RV, I understood. An hour later, the 
lady called and said she was inspired 
to make an exception since we were 
going to use this always. So, she sent 
me the one she was carving. It is still 
being used at that parish after many 
years.

“Then I moved to this city parish, 
large and in need of an infusion 
of Catholic spirituality. Going on 
the website to find this, it seems the 
couple who made these were now 
in their mid-80s and ailing. Their 
daughter does the painting impression 
of our Lady’s face. There were three 
available for purchase, but now they 
were much more expensive. Nearly 
two-thousand dollars. With the help 

by Jim Brown

Recently, we received a request from Father Jim Gigliotti, 
TOR, the pastor of Saint Andrew Church in Fort Worth, Texas, 
for a religious of the Congregation to preach on adoration one 
weekend at his parish. He was in the process of building a new 
Adoration Chapel for the parish. Matching schedules with the 
parish calendar and who might be available turned out to be a 
challenge. Eventually, Father Paul Bernier, SSS, went out to 
preach at all the Masses. Readers of this newsletter know how 
extensively Father Paul has written on the subject of prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament, adoration.

In a follow-up phone call with Father Jim, I learned that Father Paul 
was well received by the parishioners of Saint Andrew’s and more 
than 80 people signed up to join hundreds of other parishioners who 
pray weekly in the Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel. He was very 
pleased, for this was one of his goals in having an “outsider” preach 
on a devotion which has been close to Father Jim’s heart throughout 
his whole life as a religious priest.

In a conversation with Father 
Paul, he mentioned a most 
interesting statue in the 
adoration chapel that held 
the sacred host. I went on the Saint 
Andrew’s website to search it out. 
Once I saw it, I had to find out from 
Father Jim about its background and 
why he used it in place of a traditional 
monstrance. He wrote me immediately 
the following response (edited for 
brevity):

“Twenty-five years ago, I was involved 
with Rachel’s Vineyard, a ministry of 
Priests for Life for healing after an 
abortion. I saw in their supervisor’s 
notebook a picture of the Mother of the 
Eucharist Monstrance. I was captivated 
for many reasons!

“I called the Pennsylvania couple 
who made these. They said they only 
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of benefactors, I bought two ― one 
for our new oratory, the other we 
presented to the Newman Center at 
Texas Christian University, two miles 
from our church. They have adoration 
there on occasion and were much in 
need of a decent monstrance.

“I have since found out that the 
makers are no longer able to carve 
these statues, but I located some on 
the Ziglar website, a religious goods 
vendor for churches.

“The whole theology and spirituality 
of the Mother of the Eucharist speaks 
volumes to our people, particularly 
when one preaches and teaches about 
her role in salvation history. The sign 
speaks! And this one very much does. 
Women and mothers are particularly 
drawn to this monstrance. I have 
found it is quite a healing experience 
when our people sit or kneel and let 
their souls be touched by the Lord and 
our Mother.”

I thanked Father Jim for sharing this 
story and told him that our readers 
would very much appreciate it, 
given the legacy of Saint Peter Julian 
Eymard.

A Preaching Mission...Continued 
from previous page

Did you ever wonder what gift 
you might give to a friend or 
relative that was hard to buy 
for?  Why not consider our 
Mass Association.  Your loved 
one will share in Masses for a 
whole year.

For a donation of your choice, 
you will receive a beautiful card 
that you can send to your friend 
or relative and they will be 
remembered in a weekly Mass 
celebrated here in Cleveland at 
the Shrine of Saint Ann. 

All you have to do is request 
Mass Association cards in 
advance.  When you decide to 
use one of the cards, simply fill 
out the name of the person you 
want to enroll in the Association, 
and send it back to us.  It’s so 
simple – you just send your 
donation when you use a card.  
When you need more cards, just 
let us know and we’ll be happy 
to send them to you.

For more information about 
the Blessed Sacrament Mass 
Association, write to:

Saint Ann’s Shrine
5384 Wilson Mills Road

Cleveland, oH 44143

Blessed Sacrament 
Mass Association

Telephone: 440-449-2700
Email:

orders@st-ann-shrine.org
Website:

www.st-ann-shrine.org

In Loving Memory
January
04 1990 Rev. James Feeley
06 1975 Rev. Raymond Tartre
07 2010 Bishop Donald E. Pelotte
08 1988 Rev. Clarence Loch
08 2003 Rev. William Dahms
10 1917 Bro. Télèsphore Roy
10 2000 Bro. Fernand Duquette
11 1991 Rev. Joseph Ouellette
12 1987 Bro. Richard Carroll
13 1961 Rev. Hervé Huot
13 1990 Rev. Gerald Dorais
13 2017 Bro. Austin Coleman
16 1991 Rev. Hector Lemieux
18 1970 Bro. Marie-Louis Girard
23 1955 Rev. Alphonse Pelletier
24 2008 Rev. Roger Prefontaine
31 2012 Rev. George Evans

February
01 1954 Bro. Ely Gingras
01 1987 Bro. Paschal Frazer
02 2008 Bro. Martin (Maurice) Hayes
04 2005 Bro. Michael Galligan
04 2011 Rev. Edward Stapleton
07 1933 Bro. Pacific Roy
12 1969 Bro. Alphonse Caron
16 2017 Rev. Robert L. Lussier
17 1991 Rev. William LaVerdière
18 1985 Bro. Philip DuFour
21 1914 Rev. Louis Pilon
23 1925 Rev. Josaphat Beaudry
24 1984 Bro. Paschal Dwyer
27 1942 Rev. Leo Shaienks
27 1984 Rev. Robert Baldoni
27 1999 Rev. William O’Halloran

March
06 1913   Bro. Patricius Welsh
09 1979   Rev. Ernest Lussier
10 1978   Rev. Aimé Legendre
11 1929   Rev. Alfred Pauzé 
12 1942   Bro. Leander Brodeur
14 1982   Rev. Clement Hébert
17 2010 Rev. Raymond Dubois
19 2014 Bro. Anthony Ornelas
20 1963   Rev. Georges Ladouceur
30 1952   Rev. Beat Gmür
30 2014 Rev. Dana Pelotte
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In Our Mailbag
From time to time, I’d like to share 
some of the heartfelt letters we receive 
in our office from our friends and 
benefactors. We are grateful for 
sharing your stories and invite you 
to share them or how you became 
devoted to Saint Ann or affiliated 
with the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  

I grew up in a very loving, Roman 
Catholic home. I only remember 
prayer and devotion all my life. My 
mom taught me about Saint Ann and 
the power she had as the grandmother 
of Jesus. On Tuesdays, we’d pray ten 
Hail Mary’s before noon for a special 
surprise and Saint Ann never failed! 
My mother also taught me to pray to 
Saint Ann – Good Saint Ann, send me a 
man as fast as you can-and she did! We 
were married in the Catholic Church. 
He is and always will be my one and 
only “love of my life.”  I have tried to 
pass on to my children what my mother 
wished for me through our Tuesday 
devotion. Mary, California

Supporting Our Religious in Retirement
by Scott Gongos, Director of Mission Advancement

In my responsibility as Director of Mission Advancement for 
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, I have the pleasure 
of establishing not just relationships, but friendships, with the 
religious of the Congregation. Learning about their lifelong 
mission work, pastoral duties, parishes and countries they’ve 
served in, or even learning about their love of their favorite 
football team helps ignite a fire within me to give back to 
them and work that extra bit harder for all they’ve done for the 
many people and communities they’ve served. 

So many of you share with me how your relationships and affiliations with 
the Blessed Sacrament came to be and how they’ve influenced and impacted 
your faith and lives. It’s truly humbling to hear of your personal experiences 
and all the wonderful times you’ve spent as extended family members of the 
Congregation.
 
We’ve recently had some of our religious join us in Cleveland.  See the article 
in this issue by Father Provincial and the personnel changes.  We are so very 
grateful for all they do in support of the mission of the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament!

We ask that you please pray for our Community members all over the Saint 
Ann (United States) province and help support those in retirement. Your 
generosity provides the care for those Blessed Sacrament members who have 
served you so faithfully for years! I encourage you to keep in touch with 
them by sending letters or emailing me and I can make sure they receive your 
communications. 

If you’d like to make a gift in support of the retired members of the Congregation, 
please contact me at 440-449-2700 or sgongos@blessedsacrament.com. We 
are so thankful for any consideration you may give us! God bless you for your 
generosity, commitment, and continued support of our mission!

Our religious pray for you daily. Please let us know of any special intentions 
you’d like them to remember. They support you in prayer and daily celebration 
of the Eucharist. You can submit your prayer through our website and request 
a candle to be lit for your special intentions at st-ann-shrine.org. Also, your 
loved ones can be remembered during Mass at Saint Ann’s Shrine. Call 440-
449-2700 for details. 

We invite you and your group to join us at Saint Ann’s Shrine for Daily Mass 
at 11:30 am, Monday-Friday (call for the holiday schedule). 
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Prayer for Vocations
Loving God and Father, your servant 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard was 
captivated by your Son’s love revealed 
to us in the Eucharist and he greatly 
desired to manifest this love to his 
contemporaries.
He established a new form of religious 
life which is nourished by the Eucharist: 
celebrated, contemplated and enriched 
with ministries of all kinds.
Through his intercession, call forth 
many young people who will labor 
in your Church as priests, deacons, 
brothers or sisters.
Give us the grace to become like the 
bread of the Eucharist which is broken 
for the life of the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



Vietnamese Ordinations
As a religious Congregation, our Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament numbers among the smaller and more modest ones, 
with under 1,000 religious throughout the world. However, the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament is a worldwide religious 
congregation.  We share with you this recent announcement of 
priestly and diaconal ordinations in our Province of Vietnam. 
Vocations are numerous there as well in many of our other 
provinces around the world. In our own province, our lack of 
vocations is of concern and therefore we ask you to continue to 
pray with us that the Lord will call more men to join with us in 
our eucharistic vocation. We congratulate our newly ordained 
priests and deacons in Vietnam and ask that God bless the 
entire Congregation!


