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Founding the Congregation
of the Blessed Sacrament

by Michael A. Perez, SSS

Throughout my high school 
years, I developed an interest 
in reading the lives of the 
saints, especially men and 
women who had established 
religious Congregations, 
called founders. I often 
wondered how they could gather other men and 
women to join in the specific work they were in 
pursuit of, considering their personalities, their age, 
the historical and cultural background. I finally had 
my sense of wonder thoroughly answered, when on 
a rainy evening, I together with ten other nineteen-
year-old men, entered the House of Formation in 
Barre, Massachusetts, to begin our two-year training 
as novices of the 
Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
We were welcomed 
and then taken to the 
chapel to visit Our 
Lord; we were then 
given something to 
eat and shown to 
our rooms. When I 
entered my room, 
the first thing that 
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Peter Julian expresses his inner soul as he wrestles with 
this Inspiration, “Pray hard for me, very dear Father, that 
I may fulfill the Holy Will of God ... the Eucharistic Work 
is still underground...let Him immolate me, pulverize me, 
provided the Work of His glory lives and grows like the 

mustard seed.”

Founding the Congregation...Continued from previous page

caught my eye was a small 
black book with the word 
“CONSTITUTIONS” in gold 
letters. I picked it up and 
started reading it. The words 
that struck me were:
                                           
“Let all our religious fully understand 
that they have been chosen and have 
made profession primarily to serve the 
Divine Person of Jesus Christ, our God, 
and King, truly, really and substantially 
present in the Sacrament of His Love.”  
(Constitutions #6.1) 
                        
Through these words, I felt I was 
introduced to Saint Peter Julian 
Eymard, and I must confess, I have 
been fascinated with him all my 

religious life. Now how did this Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament come 
into being?

I want to share with you the genesis of the Founding of the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Before we begin our venture, it is essential to know Peter 
Julian was a religious priest in the Society of Mary commonly known as Marist 
Fathers, from 1839-1856 (17 years). He was highly respected and honored by 
his Superior and fellow religious. He held positions of administration. Peter 
Julian had been a diocesan priest for the Diocese of Grenoble for five years 
(1834-1839). He had been Assistant at Chatte and also Pastor at Monteynard. 

Peter Julian expresses his inner soul as he wrestles with this Inspiration, “Pray 
hard for me, very dear Father, that I may fulfill the Holy Will of God ... the 
Eucharistic Work is still underground...let Him immolate me, pulverize me, 
provided the Work of His glory lives and grows like the mustard seed.” To 

Fr. Mayet (Doc. 0518). “For the last 
four years... I have been resisting this 
interior attraction for fear that it might 
be the result of a natural attraction...
however, the fear of resisting the Will 
of God led me to open my soul to my 
Superior General.”  To Pope Pius IX 
(Doc. 0522), “I am leaving for Paris 
to make a retreat and to consult. So, 
I have ten more days for reflection, 
prayer and immolation.” (To 
Marguerite, Doc 0564).   In his notes, 
we read: “I am here in a very poor 
community, but the divine Tabernacle 
can be found here, that’s enough and 
replaces everything.”
                                
During those twelve days, Peter 
Julian reflected on the “Inspiration” 
he had received especially the one 
on May 25, 1845, as he carried the 
Blessed Sacrament in Procession: “I 
had the special privilege of carrying 
the Blessed Sacrament ... my soul was 
penetrated by faith and love of Jesus 
in his Divine Sacrament; those two 
hours seemed but a moment to me. 
I laid at the feet of Our Lord: The 
Church, France, Catholics...”

Then he reflected on what he had 
observed during his past seventeen 
years as a Marist Priest. “At the sight 
of the great needs of the Church, ... 
People so distanced from the Church 
... of the indifference of so many 
Christians, a thought which was both 
gentle and strong kept telling me: Why 
does the greatest of all Mysteries not 
have its Religious Group? Why would 
it not have men with a perpetual 
mission of prayer at the feet of Jesus 
Christ in his Divine Sacrament.”
                   
Lastly, he remembered the hours 
spent at Mary’s shrine of Fourvière, 
reviewing his notes of January of 

Continued on next page...
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1851.
                              
(1) The spiritual neglect of diocesan 
priests in their ministry. The complaint 
that some priests have made to me 
about feeling isolated from all special 
help...

(2) By the lack of spiritual direction 
for most devout people, especially 
concerning the Interior Life...

(3) By so many sacrileges committed 
against the adorable Sacrament, 
the lack of devotion, and so much 
indifference.

(4) We will adore certainly, but we 
want others to adore. We must take 
care of the First Communion of 
Adults.

Thus, on May 13, 1856, together 
with Father Raymond de Cuers, he 
met with Archbishop Sibour who in 

consultation with two fellow bishops, gave his approval: “You 
must consecrate yourself to this Work. No more hesitation. You 
must go ahead.”

Peter Julian Eymard had entered that house of discernment. As he 
had described it: “What I desired most was to begin my retreat with 
the Queen of the Cenacle and the Apostles, as they returned so 
joyfully from the Mount of Olives, still magnificent with the glory 
of Jesus.” (Doc. 0566). Feast of the Ascension, May 1, 1856
                                  
Upon receiving the approval from the Archbishop, he immediately 
set about informing friends: “Mme. Suavestre: Glory to Jesus 
Eucharistic.!!!! I am announcing a great event to you, perhaps 
the greatest in my life and yours. I am overflowing with joy and 
experiencing a jubilation I cannot describe.” (Doc. 0579)
                                
To Mme. Tholin-Bost, he writes as follows: “I am here in Paris 
entirely at His service and for His Eucharistic Love. The house is 
rented (rue d’Enfer, in Paris). In a few days we will be established 
there, though poorly, but with joy and happiness. Physically and 
mentally, I feel like a soldier returning from the battlefield. My 
soul constantly repeated the Magnificat, and under the weight of 
ideas and sacrifices, could find only one thing to say: ‘How good 
God is!’” (Doc. 0582).

Reading this account from Peter Julian’s hand, I personally have great admiration 
and respect for him. I will conclude by continuing with his desire to gather in the 
“Cenacle with Mary and the Apostles...” Peter Julian had expressed himself in 
a prayer as follows: “In a moment of self-offering last week, I said to God: My 
God what a consolation for us, if we could begin, as formerly as the Apostles 
did and in union with them, by entering on retreat in the Cenacle on Ascension 
Day; Receive the spirit and graces of our vocation on Pentecost Day, and begin 
our Eucharistic ministry on the Holy Day of Corpus Christi.” (Doc. 0559, April 
22, 1856)

Again of Mme. Tholin-Bost, he asks the following, in the week the Congregation 
is approved: “Now please pray so that I may respond to such a beautiful 

Peter Julian Eymard and Raymond D’ Cuers, his first 
member was now prepared to set “Eucharistic fire to the 
four corners of Paris.” This did not happen at once, like 

many other Founders before him; 
Peter Julian had to wait and be tested.

Continued on next page...

Father Eymard pictured with his first companion, Father 
Raymond de Cuers, SSS (left)
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“I want...finally to divest myself, renounce myself, hide 
myself, or if I could, I’d like to cover myself with the 

humility of the Master in his Eucharistic Retreat. Never to 
talk about myself about what I am doing or who I am.- I 
am what I am in God, and I exist as long as I live in Our 
Lord. May I work for Your glory alone, that you may be 
known in the Blessed Sacrament, that Your life may be 

manifested in my life...”

Continued on next page...

Father Eymard pictured with the Cure of Ars, Saint Jean-Marie 
Vianney (left)

vocation; that like the bread of the sacrifice, I may lose my life, my substance, 
my personality, to be changed into the Spirit and life of Jesus, retaining only 
a human appearance, humiliation and poverty, so that the virtue of Jesus may 
dwell in the midst of my infirmities.” (Doc. 0582, May 18, 1856)
                  
Peter Julian Eymard and Raymond D’ Cuers, his first member was now prepared 
to set “Eucharistic fire to the four corners of Paris.” This did not happen at once, 
like many other Founders before him; Peter Julian had to wait and be tested.

                

To Countess Adele DeRevel De Nesc: 
he describes the new Community in 
these words: “We shall be starting 
in Paris, in solitude, poverty, prayer 
before we make a move, we shall wait 
for God to say: ‘Go Ahead’. It is now, 
especially, that I must be like the grain 
of wheat - Jesus must make me die so 
as to give me His Life, and the Grace 
of His Mission.” (Doc. 0580)
                            
Every day, Mother Guyot of the nearby 
Good Shepherd Convent had the 
noonday meal brought to them and also 
helped with some house furnishings.
                            
In conclusion, Peter Julian Eymard 
wrote his friend Jean Marie Vianney: 
“Venerable brother in the Lord: I 
think you will be happy, because 
of your devotion to our Lord in the 
Holy Eucharist. .... The Society of the 
Blessed Sacrament was founded in 
Paris four months ago. Its purpose is to 
make Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
known...it aims to form for him a court 
of faithful adorers ... always watching 
in his presence. We receive priests 
and laymen to become religious of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Mary herself gave 
to Jesus one of her poor sons” (Doc. 
0629, September 24, 1856)
                              
At a future date, Peter Julian will ask 
for prayers of Jean Marie Vianney in a 
moment of great need. We read in his 
letter to Jean Marie Vianney, quoting 
from the purpose of the Congregation, 
the words: “always watching in His 
Presence.”
                          
The Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the Holy Eucharist always held a 
special place in the life of Peter Julian, 
from childhood to adulthood. When a 
boy at five (5) years old, he ran into the 
church, climbed behind the Altar and 
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sat with his head leaning 
against the Tabernacle, 
when asked by his sister 
Marianne “what are 
you doing there?” he 
truthfully answers: “I 
am close to Jesus and 
listening to Him.” When 
he was twelve, preparing 
for his First Communion, 
he wrote the following: 
“My dear Jesus, I give 
myself to You, as You 
have given Yourself 
entirely to me” (Little 
Book of Acts - March 16, 1823), as a 
teen, whenever he passed a church he 
went in saying: “I must visit my best 
friend very often.”
                          
When Peter Julian was appointed 
Pastor of Monteynard, he made two 
retreats, the resolutions expressed, 
opens a window for us, to help us 
understand the great love and desired 
union and identity with Jesus in the 

A Word of Thanks to our
Partners in Ministry

Many of you returned the enclosed 
response card in with a generous 
donation to the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are 
most grateful to you for making it 
possible for our priests and brothers 
to continue their ministry.  Your gift, 
whether large or small, helps you 
to actually share in the ministry of 
the Congregation in the USA.  You 
are remembered daily in the prayer 
intentions of the priests and brothers 
of the Congregation.

Eucharist: “I want...finally to divest 
myself, renounce myself, hide myself, 
or if I could, I’d like to cover myself 
with the humility of the Master in 
his Eucharistic Retreat. Never to 
talk about myself about what I am 
doing or who I am. I am what I am 
in God, and I exist as long as I live 
in Our Lord. May I work for Your 
glory alone, that you may be known 
in the Blessed Sacrament, that Your 
life may be manifested in my life...” 
(June 21 - Sept. 8, 1837, retreat upon 
appointed pastor at the age of twenty-
six). Pieces of these resolutions will 
be seen in the Constitutions he writes 
for the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

Founding the Congregation...Continued from previous page

“Following in the footsteps 
of St. Peter Julian Eymard, 
our mission is to respond to 
the hungers of the human 
family with the riches of 
God’s love manifested in the 
Eucharist.” Rule of Life 3

Conscious of our call to 
bear prophetic witness to 
the Eucharist, we commit 
ourselves to the renewal of 
Church and society through 
this sacrament, especially 
by:

♦gathering 
communities 
characterized 
by hospitality, 
reconciliation, and 
service;

♦celebrating the 
Eucharist as the 
source and summit of 
the life of the Church;

♦associating others 
with our prayer;

♦giving personal 
witness to the 
presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist;

♦sharing our 
Eucharistic mission 
with others in full 
collaboration.

Who We Are
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for young adults, sponsored by the 
Archdiocese. 

The first Blessed Sacrament Religious 
arrived in San Antonio in 1982: Fathers 
Donald Brouillard, Roger Bourgeois, 
and José Barandiaran. Father Thomas 
Fitzgerald, SSS, served as pastor 
for twelve years and oversaw the 
restoration of the church interior. 
He was succeeded by Father Mario 
Marzocchi, SSS, whose nine-year 
tenure as pastor was capped off by 
the construction of a new parish 
center dedicated to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe under the title “Mother 
of the Americas,” to house the faith 
formation program, RCIA, special 
liturgies, and community events.

Continued on next page...

by Anthony Schueller, SSS
Pastor and Provincial Superior

Looking across Commerce Street from the steps of Saint 
Joseph’s Church Downtown, San Antonio, you see 35-story 
Marriott and Grand Hyatt hotels and a gleaming new convention 
center nearby and in the distance the iconic Tower of the 
Americas, centerpiece of HemisFair ’68. The city’s fourth 
oldest Catholic church sits adjacent to the River Walk, and 
nestled between wings of the Shops at Rivercenter.

Cons t ruc t ion  on  the 
church, home to a booming 
population of German 
immigrants in the mid-
nineteenth century, began 
in 1868 and was completed 
three years  later.  I ts 
proximity to the flagship 
Joske’s Department Store, 
to which parish leaders 
refused to sell the property 
in 1949, earned the church 
the  n ickname “Saint 
Joske’s.”

Saint Joseph’s today is 
small, multicultural. It 
retains its German roots 
while welcoming all. The 
celebrated San Antonio 
Liederkranz, formed as 
the parish men’s choir in 
1892, sings at Sunday Mass 
monthly and other occasions.

Two-thirds of those worshiping at Saint Joseph’s come from elsewhere, 
drawn to San Antonio by its hospitality, diversity, and history. The Alamo, 
site of the storied 1836 battle in the drive for Texas independence, is a short 
walk. The church offers a warm, welcoming liturgy, beautiful music, and 
a quiet place for reflection and prayer. A much-appreciated ministry is the 
availability of the sacrament of reconciliation on weekday mornings within 
the setting of Eucharistic exposition. St. Joseph’s also hosts Worship Along 
the River, a monthly evening of adoration, reconciliation, and fellowship 

A Parish for Central San Antonio

The bell tower of Saint Joseph Church with 
the parish rectory in the foreground.

qStatue of Saint Joseph outside the 
church
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Father Joseph Thai Tran, SSS, has been 
at Saint Joseph’s for three years. He 
writes: “I have served various churches, 
but Saint Joseph’s is different. Most 
people at Masses are tourists.Our 
parishioners are very welcoming. We 
have confessions for a couple hours 
each weekday morning in the context 
of Eucharistic adoration. People come 
looking for a sense of spirituality. They 
love the beauty of the church and being 
able to spend time in the presence of 
the Eucharist. They are hungry for 
God. I am happy to work with Father 
Anthony, Deacon Vincent Scheel, and 
our staff and people.”

Visitors to Saint Joseph’s may never 
again meet another Blessed Sacrament 
Religious. We hope that, having 
experienced “The Jewel in the Heart 
of San Antonio,” they will appreciate 
and love the Eucharist more deeply 
and understand something of our 
Founder and our Eucharistic charism. 
We have wonderful partners in these 
― deeply devoted parishioners 
and more than 140 Associates of 
the Blessed Sacrament throughout 
the Archdiocese, with 55 more in 
formation. Our ministry fits 
well in the Archdiocesan 
vision of Encuentro y 
Acompañamiento, Encounter 
and Accompaniment. 

Sanctuary of Saint Joseph’s 
Church

uShrine to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe inside the church

qMother of the Americas Center
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Diocesan priests to be appointed 
pastor was Msgr. Jack Jones. In 
August, 1987, the Blessed Sacrament 
Congregation came to serve the 
parish with the arrival of our new 
pastor, Father Roland Laliberté, SSS. 
Additional Blessed Sacrament pastors 
have been Father Roger Prefontaine, 
SSS, Father John Thomas Lane, 
SSS, Father Dana Pelotte, SSS, and 
our current pastor, Father Thomas 
Smithson, SSS

Just like any property, our fifty-year-
old homes and church need constant 
maintenance and improvement. 
Necessary spaces had evolved and 
needed to be adapted and changed. 
In 2017 the devastating effects of 
Hurricane Harvey on our city and 
its people necessitated delaying 

any immediate repairs and 
renovations. The Archdiocese 
had to help many churches that 
suffered major flooding and 
countless desperate people 
throughout the area needed 
aid. Starting in the fall of 
2018 through spring of 2020, 
every parish will participate 
with the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston in their 
efforts to raise needed funds 
through an Ignite program. 
This summer, Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church has finally 

begun a new Master Plan of our own 
with a Capital Campaign with an 
appropriate motto, “Honoring Our 
Past, Building Our Future.”  This 
Master Plan is much more than simply 
a proposed building project; it is an 
essential part of our parish’s mission 
to continue to nurture the growth of 
all through worship, education and 
service.

As Father Thomas Smithson has 

Continued on next page...

by Nancy MacRoberts
Associate of the Blessed Sacrament
Corpus Christi Parish – Houston, Texas

For those of you who have never visited Houston, Texas and 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in particular, we’d like you to 
get to know us.  Located in one of the most thriving cities in 
the country and known for our diverse population and cultures, 
Corpus Christi is a welcoming home to parishioners of many 
nationalities. One report said there were seventeen languages 
represented within our parish boundaries. One pastor said, 
“The people here are hungry for friendship, hungry for 
celebration and hungry for God!”  The parish has a perfect 
name, Corpus Christi, the Body of Christ! We are all Christ’s 
body and each person is a part of it.

Established in July, 
1956, like most new 
parishes, no building, 
no structure existed. In 
the early days, under the 
direction of Diocesan 
priests, the celebration 
of Mass was held in a 
restaurant then later 
in a public elementary 
school.  The women 
and men began clubs 
and then organized 
fund raisers to meet the 
needs of the newly born 
parish. In 1957, a Master Plan was created and a building was constructed which 
is now the parish hall. The first Mass was celebrated on Christmas Day, 1957. 
Those first parishioners brought grass from their own yards to plant around the 
building. After another successful fund drive in 1959, the school and a convent 
for the Dominican Sisters were completed.

In 1963 with Houston experiencing rapid growth, two more neighboring Catholic 
churches were split off to serve the increasing population. As membership was 
divided into these new sites, 975 families went to the newly formed parishes. A 
large debt was left behind and those who stayed with Corpus Christi increased 
their level of giving, generating enough income to pay the bills and build a 
rectory. The present church building dates from 1968. Eventually a gymnasium 
was added and necessary additions were added and improved. The last of the 

Let Us Introduce You!

coRPUS cHRIStI cAtHolIc cHURcH
Proposed exterior Renovation



�

SPRING (April-May-June) 2020 



In August, 1987, the Blessed 
Sacrament Congregation 
came to serve the parish

described it, “We are a place of 
healing, joy and companionship, a 
place to renew our spirits, where we 
can use our gifts and talents to help 
those in need, to reach out with caring 
compassion. A beautiful church is 
also a house for the poor, a place of 
spiritual feeding, and a catechism in 
stone. Most importantly, the church 
building is an image of our Lord’s 
body and in constructing a place of 
worship, of gathering, we become a 
place to come together where Jesus 
himself feeds us.”

Our new look will include an 
expansion of the Narthex with an 
inviting, larger and brighter space. 
It will accommodate extra seating 
for over 100 and will feature an all 
glass entrance to the main body of 
the church making use of our natural 
lighting. Beyond the narthex will be 
the new entrance into the nave, the 
main body of the church, and a new 
indoor baptismal font. The sanctuary 
will be moved back toward our 
beautiful stained glass window. A 
new adoration chapel to seat about 20 
people will be formed with a separate 
secure entry at the corner. New pews, 
storage spaces, updated lighting and 
sound systems will all be part of our 
renovation. With our membership 
always growing, additional parking 
space has become a priority and more 
will be added at the front of the lot. 
Phase one will be completed with new 
roofing, landscaping and necessary 

updates to bring the building up to 
the required city codes. The time 
frame for work is estimated to take 12 
months. Depending on the financial 
success of this Capital Campaign, 
there are future plans to improve the 
school and provide a place to house 
parish and school administrations.

So, you see a bit of the history that 
tells the story of Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church. Our church, our 
parish is the place where we ask for 
God’s grace to become the people, 
He wants us to be. We gather to 
worship, for baptisms, confirmations, 
weddings, funerals, confessions, 
Holy Hours, retreats and on and on. 
The commitment and devotion of the 
parishioners to build for the future has 
been evident from the very beginning 
of the Corpus Christi Community. 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard dreamed 
of creating, through the Eucharist, 
a society where the door of God’s 
goodness is open to all persons 
without exception, where all are 
welcome to sit at the table of life. We 
eagerly await the first signs of change 
in our building and look forward 
to the whole community gathering 
to encounter Christ in adoration, in 
prayer and thanksgiving, 

coRPUS cHRIStI cAtHolIc cHURcH
Proposed floor Plan

coRPUS cHRIStI cAtHolIc cHURcH
Proposed Narthex Renovation

coRPUS cHRIStI cAtHolIc cHURcH
Proposed Sanctuary Renovation

Let Us Introduce You!...Continued from previous page
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by Anthony Schueller, SSS

In a few short weeks, we will enter into the holiest days of the 
Church Year, the Paschal Triduum. These days, of course, take 
us to the culmination of God’s work of redemption in the dying 
and rising of his Son for the forgiveness of sin.

Since the Eucharist is the memorial of the death and resurrection 
of the Lord, the Three Days are not unfamiliar territory to us 
who are dedicated to this mystery by vows as a religious or 
promise commitment as an associate. But may these days bring 
all of us to an even deeper awareness of the love of Christ 
revealed in the Eucharist. We stand in awe of God’s dealings 
with us humans. 

Amplified General Council
In early May, I will be off to Rome for three weeks to take part 
in the Amplified General Council of the Congregation, held at 
the midpoint of the six-year term of a General Administration 
to assess how things are going and to offer critical input on 
matters pertaining to our life and mission.

The General Chapter of 2017, held in Chicago, focused greatly 
on the spirituality of Saint Peter Julian, particularly his “gift 
of self” in 1865, three years before his death. Father General 
wrote in his letter of convocation of the AGC: “We have been 
called to assimilate the defining experience of Father Eymard 
at the outcome of his Great Retreat of Rome and to base our 
fundamental choices on it. The vow of the gift of his personality 
made by our Holy Founder is for us a point of reference 
to understand the Eucharist, our charism, our Eucharistic 
spirituality, and our mission.”

The grace of his prayer and introspection during the days and 
weeks of the Great Retreat brought Father Eymard to the most 
profound union with Christ in his self-giving on Calvary. He 
recognized the imperfection of his life and priorities to that 

point, and surrendered his 
will totally to the will of God 
and the exaltation of the Holy 
Eucharist. 

I ask your prayers for our 
deliberations in May. And let 
us be of one heart and mind 
in the days of the Paschal 
Triduum in April. God bless 
you!

From Our Provincial Superior
Of Easter and Rome
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Continued on next page...

Father Ernest’s Ecumenical Corner
Living in Christ
by Ernest Falardeau, SSS

Praying in Christ
St. Paul says simply that through faith we live in Jesus Christ. 
“For me to live is Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20) We are the body of Christ. 
He is the head and we are the members. We are familiar with the 
chapters and verses. What does it mean, how do we live it?

There are not many Thomists (followers of Saint Thomas Aquinas) today. 
Young people have a hard time falling in love with “transubstantiation”. Love 
and relationship, we understand. Friends have a relationship. The more they 
love each other, the stronger their relationship. This is what our relationship 
with Jesus Christ is all about. “I call you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father” (John 15:15).

Rabbi Abraham Heschel in his God in Search of Man describes Judaism not in 
terms of our search for God, but his search for us. Francis Thompson’s Hound 
of Heaven has the same idea, that God is in pursuit of us because he loves us, 
and wants to share his life with us. He does so through his Son, Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is the human face of God. The Father and the Spirit (and the Son) are 
revealed in Jesus Christ. As Saint Teresa of Avila puts it, the humanity of 
Jesus does not hide his divinity, it reveals it. He reveals the Father, Son and 
Spirit – simply put, Jesus reveals God. Getting to know Jesus Christ is getting 
to know God as Trinity. The Eucharist does not hide Jesus, it reveals him.

We come to the exposed or reserved Eucharist for our prayer so that we can 
contemplate his presence and come to know Jesus, his love, his mercy, his 
kindness and compassion for us. Through Jesus we come to know the love of 
the Father for us. We touch divinity and are awed by his goodness.

“In Christo” in Saint Paul
The Epistles of Saint Paul and the Gospel of Saint John can help us to 
understand how important it is for us to understand our relationship to Jesus 
Christ. He wants to be our friend. We hunger for friends and our relationship 
to them. True friendship and love for friends is not necessarily sexual, but it is 
necessarily a gift of oneself and relationship to a friend that is built on a bond 
of mind, heart, soul, and being. This is our relationship to God and to the Son 
of God, Jesus Christ. The Eucharist is at the heart of our relationship to God 
and to Jesus Christ who is our mediator, our Savior and Lord.

Eucharistic Contemplation 
(Adoration)
The Eucharist is essentially the 
Eucharistic Celebration. The 
Eucharist is reserved for the sick. It is 
also exposed on the altar and kept in 
the tabernacle as a center for prayer. 
Both the Ecumenical Council of Trent 
(1545-1563) and the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-1965) defended the 
appropriateness of these devotions 
that are centered on the Eucharist 
outside of the Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Father Ernie’s Blog
Fr. Ernie’s Blog is an 
extension of the ministry 
for Christian unity and 
interreligious collaboration. 
It can be reached easily 
through the link at www.
blessedsacrament .com. 
Questions and comments 
are welcome.
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We come to the exposed 
or reserved Eucharist for 
our prayer so that we can 
contemplate his presence 

and come to know Jesus, his 
love, his mercy, his kindness 

and compassion for us. 
Through Jesus we come to 
know the love of the Father 
for us. We touch divinity and 
are awed by his goodness.

Ecumenical Corner...Continued from 
previous page

Saint Peter Julian Eymard, the Apostle 
of the Eucharist, has a spirituality that 
centers around all three facets of the 
Eucharist: Sacrifice, Communion and 
Adoration of Jesus Christ present in 
the reserved Sacrament.

Adoration is the name for 
contemplation or mental prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. It is 
a help and a means to deepen one’s 
prayer and relationship to Jesus. 
Friends want to share their lives. We 
can think of many saints who had such 
friends: Saint Francis of Assisi and 
Saint Clare, Saint Teresa of Avila and 
Saint John of the Cross. They had a 
wonderful relationship and friendship. 
Jesus calls us friends; he wants us to 
share his life. Jesus is present in the 
Eucharist. He is the Risen Lord; he is 
present body, blood, soul and divinity. 
He wants to share his life with us in 
time and for eternity. That is why the 
Eucharist is the Sacrament of love, 
life and sharing. Religious Communities in 

Florida, New York, 
Ohio, Texas
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Gracious God of our 
ancestors, you led Peter 
Jul ian Eymard,  l ike 
Jacob in times past, 
on a journey of faith. 
Under the guidance of 
your gentle Spirit, Peter 
Julian discovered the gift 
of love in the Eucharist 
which your son Jesus 
offered for the hungers 
of humanity. Grant that 
we may celebrate this 
mystery worthily, adore it 
profoundly, and proclaim 
it prophetically for your 
greater glory. Amen.

Prayer in Honor of 
Saint Peter 

Julian Eymard
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Si, Se Pueda!In Loving Memory

April
07 1942   Rev. Fernando Gaudet
10 1934   Rev. Edward Dwyer
10 1991   Bro. Ramon Reyes
12 1985   Rev. Emile Berthiaume
12 2010 Rev. Peter Cops
13 1994   Rev. Patrick Markey
13 1998   Rev. John J. Gartner
16 2015 Rev. Joseph Roy
20 1958   Bro. Michael Foghino
21 1992   Rev. Wilfrid Thibodeau
22 2004   Rev. Timothy Mangan
25 1947   Rev. Wilfridus Boissonneault
27 1991   Rev. Paul Gariepy
28 1993   Rev. Aurelius Gariepy

May
07 1986 Rev. Henry Foley
07 2004 Bro. Ignatius Montgomery
09 1944 Bro. Claude-Hudon Beaulieu
13 1985 Rev. Ralph Lavigne
15 1996 Rev. Jose Barandiaran
18 2008 Rev. Thomas McKeon
23 1975 Rev. Peter Goulet
23 2005 Rev. John Dowling
25 1912 Bro. Leonardus Routhier
25 1975 Bro. Anthony Nolan
26 1974 Rev. Normand Audette
29 1994 Bro. James Lent 

June
02 2004 Rev. Normand Falardeau
03 1999 Bro. Thomas Morrissey
07 1933 Rev. Calixtus LeBlanc
07 1984 Rev. Joseph Nearon
13 1968 Rev. Omer Goulet
23 1991 Rev. Rosario Morin
24 1979 Bro. Ovid (Alexius) Poirier
25 2010 Rev. Edmund (Jack) Slattery

by Jim Brown
director of The Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing

This past winter, a hundred Associates of the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Archdiocese of San Antonio, Texas, met for a retreat led 
by Father Anthony Schueller, SSS, the pastor of Saint Joseph 
Church and Provincial Superior for the province of Saint Ann. 
He was assisted by Jim Brown, Director of the Center for 
Eucharistic Evangelizing (CEE). The theme for the retreat was 
“A Spirituality of Communion” inspired by Number 5 in the 
Rule of Life for Associates which in part states:

The Eucharistic lifestyle of Christians is ecclesial 
and communal. We commit ourselves to being 
Associates by sharing in gatherings of prayer 
and formation.

In just three years, the number of associates has increased from 19 men who 
originally made their Promise Commitment in June of 2017 to the current 
number of  160.  In 
addition, 57 prospective 
a s s o c i a t e s  a r e  i n 
formation to make their 
Promise Commitment 
in November.  

The story of the growth 
of associates in the 
Archdiocese of San 
Antonio is an amazing 
one. It started back 
in 2012 when then 
pastor of Saint Joseph 
Church, Father Mario 
Marzocchi, SSS, invited 
a group of 19 men who 
had formed a group 
calling themselves the 
Messengers of His Real 
Presence in the rectory 
f o r  t h e i r  m o n t h l y 
meetings.  At these 

Father Anthony Schueller SSS during the Associates’ 
retreat in San Antonio
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Faith-based songs were provided by Manny Cruz and Mario Arias 
and his music group.

Continued on next page...

Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, who at the end of the General Chapter 
in June 2017 said in his final message: 

The Eucharist leads us to experience community, prayer, and service. 
It is on these three pillars that all we are and project as an Eymardian 
Family is founded and evident.

These are both clarifying and challenging words, especially for a branch with 
over 140 associates, with 50+ more in formation, and very likely more to join 
the Eymardian Family in the next couple of years.

And so, the participants shared their thoughts and stories of faith, of their 
experiences in adoration, of their love of the Eucharist, of being inspired by 
others in that room. One young woman shared her belief that eating Jesus’ body 
in Holy Communion cured her of cancer. A man in his 50’s, with tattoos up and 
down his arms, spoke of not being able to live without the Eucharist. Another 
man in his 40’s gave a witness to the group sharing his love of the Eucharist 
and the impact it has had on his life. A woman, recently widowed and let go at 
her job, spoke of how her faith in Jesus in the Eucharist and time in adoration 
has sustained and helped her remain faithful to leading her Bible study group 
and beginning another one for widows. And on and on, stories like these were 
shared.

At the end of the afternoon, the group took up the question on how they, given 
their size, were going to continue to be a community, engage in opportunities 

meetings, the group would eat, share 
faith around some Eucharist-based 
topic and pray together.

Over the next several years, Fathers Bill 
Fickel, SSS, and Anthony Schueller, 
SSS and Jim Brown, CEE Director, 
presented retreats on the eucharistic 
charism of the Congregation and the 
life of Saint Peter Julian Eymard. This 
led to the group wanting to become 
Associates of the Blessed Sacrament. 
This further led to members of the 
group leading a new initial formation 
program for prospective associates 
of wives, adult children, and couple 
friends of the original group of 19. 
A year later, 23 new associates were 
received. 

Then the leadership started a new 
formation program, this time at 
diocesan parish Prince of Peace. 
One hundred and twenty women 
and men participated in the 12-
month program. And those 40 plus 
associates accompanied the new 
group each month, providing dinner, 
music, presentations and witnesses. 
Those 120 people made their Promise 
Commitment in November 2019. And 
now 30-40 of the current associates 
are using the same model with this 
new group of 57, again at Prince of 
Peace Church. I had the honor of 
being the guest speaker and recently 
addressing the topic of the “History of 
the Aggregation (Association) of the 
Blessed Sacrament.” The leader for 
the board, Cesar Camacho, shared with 
me: “It is our hope to bring as many 
people in the Archdiocese as we can 
into the Eymardian Family.”

Getting back to the retreat. Father 
Schueller began with a quote from 
Father Eugenio Barbosa Martin, 
SSS, the Superior General for the 

Si, Se Pueda!...Continued from previous page
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Si, Se Pueda!...Continued from previous 
page

for ongoing formation and prayer, and, 
also stay connected to the Congregation 
of the Blessed Sacrament and the 
associates throughout the province. 
One man shared his conviction, quoting 
a saying they have heard from their 
Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller on 
what faith can do with challenging 
situations: Si, se pueda! Yes, we can!

That challenge is now in the hands of 
the leadership board for the Associates 
of San Antonio and how best to provide 
regular opportunities for community, 
prayer, and service for this growing 
group. The same challenge faces 
all the leadership boards in the six 
other branches of associates across 
the United States. My answer: Si, se 
pueda!

Valued Partners in Mission
by Scott Gongos
director of Mission Advancement

Working in Catholic fundraising for the past 16+ years, I have 
felt it as somewhat of a personal vocation. I may not have 
taken religious vows, but my faith has motivated me to do my 
part in assisting catholic education and now the Congregation 
of the Blessed Sacrament and their mission work. 

You, too, have a personal vocation in supporting your faith by your giving of 
your time, talent, and treasure to Saint Ann’s Shrine and the Blessed Sacrament 
Congregation. Your sharing of your resources helps drive the Blessed 
Sacrament’s mission work and allows them to continue supporting all they do 
to spread the Eucharistic Word. You are truly a valued partner in mission!

As part of our outreach mission work at Saint Ann’s Shrine, we have been 
supplying all Catholic born babies at our local hospital, Hillcrest Hospital, a 
Saint Ann’s Shrine bib. The bib is touched to Saint Ann’s relic, blessed by Father 
Roger Bourgeois, and wrapped in a gift bag for the children. The bib program 
was the idea of Christine Anderson, a devoted friend of the Blessed Sacrament 
and a Cleveland Associate. The families receiving the bibs have been so grateful, 
and this entire program has been successful! We are looking for sponsors to this 
program so that we may continue to provide these newborns with their bibs. 

Father Schueller addressing the San 
Antonio Associates

Scott Gongos, Director of Mission Advancement, (right) with Fathers John Christman, 
SSS, Roger Bourgeois, SSS, and Paul Bernier, SSS
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Prayer for Vocations
Loving God and Father, your servant 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard was 
captivated by your Son’s love revealed 
to us in the Eucharist and he greatly 
desired to manifest this love to his 
contemporaries.
He established a new form of religious 
life which is nourished by the Eucharist: 
celebrated, contemplated and enriched 
with ministries of all kinds.
Through his intercession, call forth 
many young people who will labor 
in your Church as priests, deacons, 
brothers or sisters.
Give us the grace to become like the 
bread of the Eucharist which is broken 
for the life of the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Did you ever wonder what gift 
you might give to a friend or 
relative that was hard to buy 
for?  Why not consider our 
Mass Association.  Your loved 
one will share in Masses for a 
whole year.

For a donation of your choice, 
you will receive a beautiful card 
that you can send to your friend 
or relative and they will be 
remembered in a weekly Mass 
celebrated here in Cleveland at 
the Shrine of Saint Ann. 

All you have to do is request 
Mass Association cards in 
advance.  When you decide to 
use one of the cards, simply fill 
out the name of the person you 
want to enroll in the Association, 
and send it back to us.  It’s so 
simple – you just send your 
donation when you use a card.  
When you need more cards, just 
let us know and we’ll be happy 
to send them to you.

For more information about 
the Blessed Sacrament Mass 
Association, write to:

Saint Ann’s Shrine
5384 Wilson Mills Road

Cleveland, oH 44143

Blessed Sacrament 
Mass Association

Telephone: 440-449-2700
Email:

orders@st-ann-shrine.org
Website:

www.st-ann-shrine.org



Valued Partners...Continued from previous page

Please contact me at 440-449-2700 or 
sgongos@blessedsacrament.com to 
help support our new mission!

I continue to be so honored that you 
share your personal stories of devotion 
to Saint Ann or your stories of a lifelong 
friendship with the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament. The sincerity and 
love you express in your relationships 
are so faith-filled and inspiring! I 
would like to hear from more of our 
friends out there. I ask for you to share 
your stories with me of “Why I Give.” 
Why do you support Saint Ann’s Shrine 
or the Blessed Sacrament? What’s 
important to you when you chose to 
give to our mission work? I want to 
share your history in my articles so we 
may all hear of each other’s devotion 
and passion for supporting us. Your 
words are always encouraging and 
inspire us to continue to carry out our 
work! You can email me at sgongos@
blessedsacrament.com, call me at 
440-449-2700, or write to me at 5384 
Wilson Mills Road, Cleveland, Ohio 
44143.

During this past NFL season, I was 
able to enjoy a few Green Bay Packer 
games with Fathers John Christman, 
Paul Bernier, and Roger Bourgeois 
here in their residence in Cleveland. 
Although I am a hometown Cleveland 
Browns fan, I extended my allegiance 
to include the Packers since a few of 
our religious are from Wisconsin. I 
had a wonderful time watching their 
games and cheering them on! See the 
accompanying photos.

For your convenience, you can 
support the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament and Saint Ann’s 
Shrine through donations of stock or 
distributions from your Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA). You can 

also support us through your Donor 
Advised Fund by using our DAF 
Direct option on our website, st-ann-
shrine.org.  

Please consider joining us for the 
Triduum as we celebrate Saint Ann’s 
Feast in Cleveland and New York City 
as we celebrate Saint Ann’s Feast Day: 
Friday, July 24th; Saturday, 25th; and 
Sunday, 26th. Details forthcoming!

God bless you for your generosity, 
commitment, and continued support 
of our mission!

Green Bay Packers cookies


