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Saint Ann,
Our Province Patroness

by Michael Perez SSS

Brother Michael Perez SSS, a native New Yorker, 
shares with our readers his early, and later, 
recollections of Saint Ann associated with our 
church of Saint Jean Baptiste in New York City.  
Because of the connection between Saint Ann 
and Saint Jeans, our American Province of the 
Congregation came to be named in honor of 
Saint Ann, and even today we claim her as our 
patroness.  We are proud to be known as the 
Province of Saint Ann!

On the corner of East 76th Street and Lexington Avenue on the 
upper East side of Manhattan in New York, stands a magnificent 
building, the Church of Saint Jean Baptiste, administered by 
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament since December 
12, 1900. Within this Church building is housed the Shrine of 
Saint Ann.

My First Encounter
I would like to invite you to accompany me, as after 56 years in the Congregation 
as a religious brother, I reflect on my encounter.  I was only nineteen years old 
that beautiful Sunday morning of June 30, 1963. I had heard so much about Saint 
Jean Baptiste  Church, so I had to see it for myself.  I remember walking in  and 
specifically looking for the monstrance with the Blessed Sacrament exposed. 
I looked and looked, finally I looked up, there high above the Altar stood the 
monstrance with the Blessed Sacrament in it, immediately with great agility I fell 
on my knees. I also saw four of the religious there in prayer. I said to myself, “if 
these men kneel here for one hour daily, this must be very important, I want to be 
part of this.”  I left the Church, went to their residence and requested admission. 
The rest is history. The inside of the Church is absolutely a precious jewel in 
the city of New York. I will try to give you a bird’s eye view. The Church was 
designed by the first Fathers who brought the Congregation to New York from 
Montréal, Canada in the year1900.
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Introducing the Church
When you stand at the back of the church you are made aware, this 
house was built for the worship of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Our founding Fathers followed the desire of Saint Peter 
Julian Eymard: “These churches where the Blessed Sacrament is exposed,  
are oases of silence and peace in the heart of the city and offer places 
of welcome and meeting, prayer and adoration, spiritual guidance and 
sacramental reconciliation.  (Rule of Life, #42)

The church has three levels of stained glass windows which enhance 
visually Eucharistic catechesis. The top level has scenes from the Old 
Testament: the Sacrifice of Melchisedek, the Sacrifice of Abraham, the 
Loaves of Proposition in the Ark of the Covenant. On the second level 
there are scenes from the New Testament: The Last Supper, the washing of 
the feet. The lower level includes historical scenes: Saint Pius X and First 
Holy Communion, Lourdes, a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament. There 
are thirty-eight windows in all. The church is surely worth a visit!

Devotion to Saint Ann
I was introduced to the devotion to Saint Ann, thus in 1985. The pastor 
of Saint Jean Baptiste, Father Norman Pelletier, was moving the marble 
statue of Saint Ann from the lower to the upper Church. The move was 
going well, when the statue got stuck on the ramp provided for the steps. 
There was concern that it would topple. Father Norman called me and 
said:  “go quickly to our receptionist, Mrs. Ellen Hagen, and have her 
tell Saint Ann to help us move her.”  I delivered the message but was 
curious as to how it would work. I stepped into the office opposite the 
receptionist. I then saw Mrs. Hagen  standing, facing the statue from a 
distance, and moved her lips. As she moved her lips the statue slid up that ramp. 
The following day, I asked Mrs. Hagen, “what did you tell her?”  She responded, 
“I told her, Father Norman is moving you to your new home, help him.”  I have 
to say today, that is how my devotion to Saint Ann began. 

The new shrine is an alcove at the back of the Church.  It has two small stained 
glass windows, one with the image of the Paschal Lamb, and the other with the 
Ark of the Covenant. The large Carrara marble statue is centered between the 
two windows. The blue rug and star filled background lends to quiet prayer. The 
statue is unique in that the Saint is depicted matronly, the veil is heavy-looking 
and in her hand is a scroll of the scripture. The Virgin Mary is depicted as a 
young girl, standing in front on the side, pointing up at Saint Ann. A novena is 
held annually with a nightly procession of the Blessed Sacrament.

Some Testimonials
1– On the night of July 26, 1989, I arrived at the Church of Saint Jean Baptiste 
for the final night of the annual novena in honor of Saint Ann. It was standing 
room only, but I found a place to kneel by the shrine of Saint Ann. Suddenly 
a sorrow came over me, I could not explain it, I personally had no reason 
for this heavy sorrow, I therefore started to pray to Saint Ann for whoever 
was in danger, for her to assist them. This feeling remained until the Blessed 

Sacrament passed by me. Suddenly 
the sorrow disappeared. In mid-
August, I received a call from my 
friend William’s wife, to inform me 
that he had been hit by a car the night 
of July 26. He did not want to notify 
me of this accident until he was out 
of the woods. Saint Ann had come to 
his rescue. With good therapy he was 
back to work.

2 – In February 1993, my friend 
William informed me that his wife 
was scheduled for a C-section for 
April 2, he requested prayers.  I 
promised I would pray to Saint Ann. 
On March 25th, I was sitting at my 
desk preparing a class. As I wrote I felt 
a need to go pray, but I disregarded it, 

Continued on next page...
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Congregation Publishes a New Book by 
Father Bernard Camiré SSS
An Interview with the Author
Many religious of the Blessed Sacrament have published books on various topics.  
Most recently we presented the new book of Father Norman Pelletier SSS on the 
History of the Congregation after the Death of Saint Peter Julian Eymard.  As 
this issue of the newsletter goes to press, a new book by Father Bernard Camiré 
SSS, superior of our local community of Saint Jean Baptiste in New York City 
is about to be published.

What is the title of this new book?
Praise God In His Holy Place. Psalms and Canticles of 
Scripture for Eucharistic Adoration, 208 pages.

Father Bernard, what occasioned you to write this book?  Why 
did you choose the subject of the Psalms?
Several years ago, during my daily Eucharistic adoration, I 
found myself attracted to particular phrases from the psalms 
and canticles as set out in the Prayer of Christians (The Divine 
Office). These served as springboards for meditation.  The Continued on next page...

Saint Ann, Our Province Patroness...Continued from previous page

as I wanted to finish preparing. The need became stronger and this time I went 
to the church,  it was 10:40 a.m. I immediately walked to the shrine and knelt 
before Saint Ann and began to pray for pregnant mothers, mothers delivering 
babies, and  young children. I kept saying to myself; I have never prayed for 
this group of persons before. As intense as was the need to pray, suddenly it 
stopped, it was 10:50 a.m. I returned to my desk and finished preparing my 
class. On April 2nd,  I called William to ask about the baby. He then told me that 
the baby was born on March 25th after a long labor, a C-section was performed 
because the baby was in distress, this took place between 10:40 and 10:50 a.m. 
The Saint had again answered our prayer. 

3 – During my undergraduate studies in 1985, a classmate approached me 
to ask me: “please pray for my daughter, who is thinking of terminating her 
pregnancy.”  I promised I would pray to Saint Ann for her protection. A few 
weeks later my classmate’s daughter called to tell me: “I’ve decided  to keep the 
baby.” I thanked her for informing me. Baby Anthony was born September 8th 
very  healthy. Anthony was later baptized at Saint Jean Baptiste Church. Today 
Anthony is himself a father of a family. Good Saint Ann pray for us.

Some History
Briefly, I want to give some of the 
history of the connection of our 
Province with Saint Ann.  In 1931 our 
then Superior General, Father Eugene 
Couet SSS, was informed by the 
Institute for Consecrated Life, that our 
Congregation throughout the world be 
broken into provinces.  The religious 
in the United States submitted possible 
names of saints that the province could 
be named after.  Saint Ann received 
the highest number of votes, due to 
the veneration she held among the 
religious. Since that time the religious 
in the United States have been known 
as belonging to the Province of Saint 
Ann!  May she continue to guide and 
protect us! 
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thought came to my mind that these phrases are often 
quite evocative and worthy of extended reflection, but, 
when recited  at  Morning and Evening Prayer, they 
must be said at a pace that is dictated by communal 
recitation and that allows for only a minimum of 
reflection.  Also, the psalms and canticles themselves 
express a wide range of sentiments as concerns the 
human relationship with God and the daily living out 
of a full Christian life.  In light of this, I felt that the 
times of meditation of clergy, consecrated religious 
and laity, especially their times of prayer before the 
Eucharist, could be deepened and enriched not only 
by making use of the poetic prayers of Scripture,  but 
also by arranging them according to the method of 
prayer, called The Four Ends of Sacrifice (Praise, 
Thanksgiving, Atonement and Petition), proposed by 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard.  This is pretty much how 
my book came to be conceived and brought into being. 
(See also the Introduction to the book.)

Could you please give our readers a brief background of your 
ministerial experience and involvement over the years?
Although I spent my early years after ordination in formation work 
in England (1967 – 1972), most of my priesthood has been spent serving as a 
parochial vicar. For a period of almost ten years (1990s into 2000s) this was 
combined with ministering as hospital chaplain and as National Director of the 
Nocturnal Adoration Society.

What advice would you give someone about using or reading your new book?
The advice I would give to someone about to make use of my book as a help to 
prayer is the very counsel I give on the flap of the front cover of my book:  Don’t 
be afraid to “wrestle” with the words and thoughts of the psalms and canticles. 
Tease out the spiritually nourishing content of those words;  dwell at length on 
them, especially when they express the sentiments of your heart and soul, and 
when they address your present experiences and circumstances.

How long have you been at work on this book?
I started work on the book in 2014.  It developed at times by “fits and starts,” 
mostly because it had to be accomplished in the midst of regular priestly 
ministries.

Is there anything else that you would like to share with our readers?
I would like to thank the Nocturnal Adoration Society for their partial underwriting 
of the cost of this book.  They have generously made the dream of having the 
book published realized.  I am most grateful to others who have helped me work 

on the text and its organization to ready 
it for publication.  

If you are interested in obtaining 
a copy of this new book, Praise 
God In His Holy Place, just send 
an email to ssscommunications@
blessedsacrament.com or call our 
Provincial Offices at (440)442-6311.  
All we ask is for an offering for the 
book and payment for postage.
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From Our Provincial Superior...
One Congregation
by Anthony Schueller SSS

Two years ago, the Congregation held its 35th General Chapter 
at the Saint Mary of the Lake Seminary Conference Center in 
suburban Chicago. It was an experience which I, as a capitular 
and as provincial of the host province, will never forget. The 
spirit of friendship, the opportunity for fraternal dialogue on 
issues important to our life and mission as religious of the 
Blessed Sacrament and sons of Saint Peter Julian Eymard, 
the beauty of our liturgies and times of prayer in the presence 
of the Eucharist, and the very evident multiculturalism of the 
Congregation. All left a profound impact.

A theme that echoed throughout our deliberations was “One Congregation, 
One Mission.” This assumed added meaning and force in the light of two tragic 
events that garnered international attention recently: the burning of the exquisite 
Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris April 15-16 and the Easter Sunday attacks on 
churchgoers and tourists in the beautiful island nation of Sri Lanka, in which 
hundreds of people perished and were injured.

Paris holds a special place in the hearts of all religious and associates of the 
Congregation. It was in Paris on May 13, 1856, that Father Eymard and his first 
companion, Father Raymond de Cuers, received permission from Archbishop 
Marie-Dominique Sibour to establish the Society of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
and inaugurate its founding work, the preparation of children and young adults for 
First Holy Communion. While the seeds of Saint Peter Julian’s loving devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin were sown in various Marian shrines throughout France, 
one has to believe that he had occasion to visit Notre-Dame de Paris to pray 
during his years in the city. Paris speaks to the Congregation’s origins and the 
first flowering of its charism in the French Church of the nineteenth century.

A world away in Asia, Sri Lanka is a majority-Buddhist country with a Christian 
population of approximately eight percent, largely Roman Catholic. Two of 
the churches that were bombed by terrorists on Easter Sunday were Catholic. 
Reports of the devastation and death there broke just as we were celebrating 
the morning Masses of Easter. My thoughts went immediately to our religious 
and communities in Colombo, the capital, and elsewhere. Prayers were voiced 
for the safety of all, and later for the dead and the wounded.

“One Congregation, One Mission.” In a religious family like ours, these words 
take on a power and an immediacy whenever tragedy strikes. We minister in 

30 countries worldwide. Wherever 
we assemble, though, we gather at the 
Table of the Lord. Whatever tongue we 
speak, we hear and proclaim the same 
message of God’s love and mercy. 
Whatever food we eat, we partake 
of the one Bread and the one Cup of 
Salvation. We are thus bound together 
as one.

Blessings on our Eymardian Family! 
Blessings on the family of God 
worldwide! Pray for peace and 
justice.
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Rest in Peace, Brother Peter!
Excerpts from the Homily of John Thomas Lane SSS

I always remember my first introduction to  Brother Peter 
Patrick Mahady: “Why do you want to join this lot?”  This 
was the first question out of Brother Peter’s mouth when I first 
“officially” met him at the door of the Christian Life Center on 
the shores of Lake Erie, for a retreat with the Blessed Sacrament 
Community in 1986. I was invited to join the community for 
the retreat while I was still discerning whether or not to become 
a religious. “Well, tell me!”  I was stunned at the poignant, to 
the point question, even before “Hello, how are you?”  Being 
in college, and having the utmost respect for the religious 
community I had known from my parish of Saint Paschal 
Baylon, I did not know at the time that this was Brother Peter’s 
style or direct way of talking with people.  After  stuttering to 
respond, he said, “Well, you must figure it out.”  Then with his 
characteristic smile and twisting conversations, “It’s so nice to 
have you here today!  Come in and find a seat.  Did you have 
something to eat?  We need to put some meat on your bones!”  
This was Brother Peter speaking with his great Irish accent, 
always following his comments with gut-wrenching laughter.  
Peter was always to the point, with wit, humor and hospitality, 
and a wonderful laugh.

I had the joy of living with Peter as a postulant in the same community in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  For twenty years, he was operations manager for 
the parish, directing traffic for the school, serving lunches, and preparing and 
cooking incredible meals for our local community.  Peter would always overfeed 
us with incredible meals and always saying before starting the preparation, “Are 
you going to invite someone to join us?  Why don’t you invite so and so…?”  
And, “Did you have enough? … Have some more!”  He had so many incredible 
phrases that have also become part of my lexicon: “Well, if that’s me supper, 
I’ve had it.”  “Don’t have any expectations and you won’t be disappointed.”  
This was part of his Irish charm. 

Today’s Scripture readings were chosen to exemplify this devoted religious 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  We also purposely chose to honor Brother Peter 
on this feast of Saint Joseph the Worker (May 1), since this is the day in many 
religious communities, that the focus is on the great gift of our religious who 
labor under the inspiration of Saint Joseph. Our religious communities grew 
and thrived because of the hard work of so many dedicated religious.  Brother 
Peter, however,  was not one of those quiet religious.  But he did serve in many 
wonderful ways to make others shine and feel so blessed and appreciated.  He 
knew and lived Eucharistic hospitality.  Peter was truly a man who walked with 

you on your  Emmaus journey; and 
in that “walk” you felt the presence 
of Christ around the Eucharistic table 
both in church and in our religious 
community’s dining room.  

Peter was always so adventurous in 
wanting to trying new things, such as 
food, and even new liturgies.  I’ll never 
forget how he would attend Mass in 
Albuquerque, purposely going to be with 
the Vietnamese Community.  He would 
say, “I don’t understand a bloody thing, 
but I love how they sing and get into their 
service and show off their faith.  You see 
it in their faces and eyes and in their loud 
voices, loving the Mass.”

Peter knew that in table service we 
encounter Christ and point others to 
the Christ who serves at that same 
table:  we live for others as religious.  
Peter walked up the mountain of the 
Lord and journeyed to many places.  
Those experiences helped shape him 
to be generous to the community and 
caring for others.  He knew that God 
provided for him, so he would provide 
for others.

Now Peter hears the Lord say to him 
at the great banquet feast,“Well done, 
good and faithful servant! Come share 
my master’s joy. Cheers!”
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Three SSS Missionaries Grace Our Province
The Province of Saint Ann is delighted to welcome three 
missionaries this summer to preach for the ministries and 
works in their homelands. They bring much enthusiasm as they 
share the story of the works of the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

Brother Gilton Ferreira de Holanda SSS
Brazil/Argentina
I am Gilton Holanda, a religious 
brother of the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament. This summer I will 
be visiting many parish communities 
throughout the USA to become 
acquainted with you through the 
Missionary Cooperative Program and 
to ask for assistance in our ministry. 

I am an American, like most of you, 
however, from South America! I 
am a native of Brazil, but am now 
ministering in Argentina. It gives 
me great joy to visit my brothers and 
sisters in our neighbor to the North, 
the United States.  My first language 
is Portuguese, but I also speak Spanish 
and Italian.  Hopefully, my time in the United States will help me to improve my 
knowledge and use of the English language. Please be patient with my English 
if at times it is not the best.  

I am a young religious brother, 32 years old, who made my first profession of 
religious vows in 2008.  I come from a small family, I have two sisters who live 
with my parents in São Paulo, Brazil. Since I was a child I actively participated 
in my parish community, to which I am grateful for the opportunity to have 
discovered that faith is only possible in community. At the tender age of sixteen, 
I entered the seminary.

As part of my educational preparation, I did a licentiate degree (similar to an 
MA degree) in philosophy in Brazil and,  I also received a licentiate degree in 
theology at the Pontifical Javeriana University in Bogotá, Colombia. Because I 
love history, I specialized in political historiography when studying the presence 
of the Church in the beloved South American Continent.

I lived almost four years in Colombia – a country that I learned to love because 
of the human quality of its people. There I worked with the refugees of the 
internal war that Colombia suffers from. Direct contact with the victims helped 

me to discover that even in the midst 
of suffering and injustice it is possible 
to develop the gift of peace with 
creativity. Being a Christian for me 
became synonymous with commitment 
to the pains and joys of others.

In my home country of Brazil, I was 
fortunate to be involved pastorally 
with elderly people as well as lay 
people associated with the Eucharistic 
charism of our Congregation.

For the past five years, I have been 
ministering as director of a large 
school of more than 1,000 students 
on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. There I live the challenge 
of creating and promoting social values 
through Catholic education. Offering 
low-income families the possibility 
of offering their children a quality 
education with Catholic values is 
what occupies most of my time and 
efforts.

In addition, I collaborate in the 
formation of the new religious for 
our Congregation. There are a total 
of 12 young men who currently have 
the courage to prepare themselves for 
dedication and service to the Church 
in our religious Congregation. With 
much effort I try to promote this 
experience.

I hope that sometime this summer I 
might  have the joy of meeting you. 
I will be very happy to share  my 
experiences as a missionary religious 
brother in the native country of Pope 
Francis, and I will be happy to learn 
from you how to follow Christ in the 
beloved land of freedom and solidarity, 
the USA.
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Marlon M. Reyes SSS
Philippines
I am Father Marlon M. Reyes SSS 
of the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament, the Province of Our Lady 
of the Assumption in the Philippines. 
I am a simple priest and come from 
the slum area of Tondo in Manila the 
capital of the Philippine Islands. I was 
born and raised there by my parents. 
Knowing our condition, I never felt or 
ever dreamt of becoming a priest. I was 
a good student during high school and  
my college education was supported by 
my aunt. College education was for me a real blessing! I owe a lot to so many 
people and most especially to God’s grace.

After graduating from college, I immediately got my first job as an administrative 
assistant at Deutsche Bank. Eight months later, I came to a realization - I did 
not like my job in the “corporate world.” I was more interested in teaching. I 
dared apply to become a college teacher. And God was so good to me, because 
I became a college teacher! My teaching career lasted four years.

As I reached the age of 25, one time while I was at prayer in one of the churches 
I used to visit, the idea of becoming a priest came to me. I said to myself, “I will 
try. If it is not for me, then I will leave the seminary and continue my teaching 
career.” To make the story short, I became a priest. And presently I am in my 
sixth year in the ministry. All of this came about because of God’s graciousness 
to me.

Here is the list of the ministries entrusted to me since my ordination: 2012 
– Campus Minister (St. Paul University, Quezon City, Philippines); 2013 
– Associate Priest (Santuario Eucaristico, Cagayan De Oro, Philippines); 2014 
– Campus Minister & Associate Priest (Santa Cruz Parish, Manila, Philippines); 
2015 – National Vocation Director (Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Philippines); 2019 – Seminary Formator (Eymard Formation Center, Quezon 
City, Philippines).

Presently, I also am a member of the International Formation Commission of the 
Congregation. In promoting the Congregation, I am involved in a television Mass 
ministry and The Feast (a Catholic Charismatic Community in the Philippines 
that also live-streams Masses).

With all of this experience in a short period of time, I am eager to participate 
in the mission appeals this summer in the United States.  I am excited to share 
our Eucharistic charism with all the communities where I will be sent. I shall 
go where God wants me to go. I pray that I may bring hope, joy, and charity 
that springs from the Eucharist to God’s people!

Earnest Ravi Sebastin SSS
India
Father Earnest was once again 
welcomed into our SSS community 
at Corpus Christi Parish in Houston, 
Texas.  This is a return visit for Father 
Earnest since he was in the USA for 
mission appeals during the summer 
of 2011.

Father Ravi Earnest Sebastin SSS was 
born in Chennai where he was baptized 
and he did his schooling in and around 
Chennai.  Father Earnest has an older 
brother and younger sister who live 
in Chennai. In addition he has six 
nephews and three nieces. From early 
childhood Father Ravi had a deep 
interest in entering the priesthood. His 
parents encouraged him of his choice 
of vocation to the priesthood.

Father Earnest came to know of the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament 
through his parish in Chennai, when in 
1986 Father Antony SSS visited the 
parish on a Vocation Sunday.  It was 
through Father Antony that Earnest 
decided to join the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament in 1987 after which 
he obtained  his B.A. in 1998 at the 
Jesuit’s Loyola College in Chennai. 

Three Missionaries...Continued from previous page
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“Following in the footsteps 
of St. Peter Julian Eymard, 
our mission is to respond to 
the hungers of the human 
family with the riches of 
God’s love manifested in the 
Eucharist.” Rule of Life 3

Conscious of our call to 
bear prophetic witness to 
the Eucharist, we commit 
ourselves to the renewal of 
Church and society through 
this sacrament, especially 
by:

♦gathering 
communities 
characterized 
by hospitality, 
reconciliation, and 
service;

♦celebrating the 
Eucharist as the 
source and summit of 
the life of the Church;

♦associating others 
with our prayer;

♦giving personal 
witness to the 
presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist;

♦sharing our 
Eucharistic mission 
with others in full 
collaboration.

Who We AreIt was through his mother that he 
received the interest of serving the 
Lord, which was then subsequently 
nourished when he attended a boarding 
school run by a group of religious 
sisters in Chennai. Father Ravi said 
that it was during his catechism 
classes that he was very much inspired 
by the life and history of the saints, 
especially Saint Theresa of the Child 
Jesus and Saint Stanislaus.  Above all, 
he says, it was his personal desire and 
perseverance through the celebration 
of the Eucharist and prayer in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament and 
with the guidance of Our Lady, Mother 
of Jesus Christ, that he was led to his 
vocation of priesthood.

Since his priestly ordination, Father 
Earnest has been involved in many 
ministries including parish ministry, 
social ministry with street children, 
prison ministry and missionary work. 
He served in four different diocese 
in India, as  an associate pastor and 

a pastor for nine years.  During those 
years he had a wonderful experience 
in serving simple people (construction 
workers, daily wage earners, road 
pavers,  and fishing folk).

Father Earnest also served as a formator 
for senior college students, SSS 
postulants and scholastics  for six years 
at Cenacle of the Blessed Sacrament 
Community in Chennai.  Dealing 
with the students at different stages of 
formation gave him knowledge and 
much learning experience. 

Father Sebastin has served at one of 
the SSS parish communities in India 
as pastor. Here he ministered primarily 
in a thickly-populated area with quarry 
workers and their children who are 
educated in high school.  Another 
responsibility of Father Earnest was 
as provincial consultor where he was 
in charge of mission for the province 
of India.

Father Sebastin says, “the one thing 
that I would like people to know about 
my native country is that India is an 
amalgamation of multi-linguistic, 
cultural, religious people – a hospitable 
place.” He said that what he liked 
most about being a priest is his ability 
to engage in the ministry among 
the people through the celebration 
of the Eucharist and of communal 
sacramental life.  

Three Missionaries...Continued from previous page
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Father Ernest’s Ecumenical Corner
Communion with God in Christ
by Ernest Falardeau SSS

Introduction
My previous article in the last issue of Bread Broken & Shared 
discussed the theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. In subsequent issues, I will focus on the Eucharist and 
Christian unity which I hope is more helpful to the readers of 
this newsletter. My efforts over a number of years have focused 
on ecumenical articles and dialogues and authors and leaders in 
the field. This first article reflects on Communion, a subject that 
is at the heart of the spirituality of Saint Peter Julian Eymard 
as well as ecumenical spirituality.

Communion with God
The Scriptures reveal that God created us in his image and likeness. We have a soul, 
mind and heart which makes it possible for us to receive God’s communication, 
which presumes communion, i.e. that we can respond to God’s word and person. 
The Father (Abba) is the God who created the universe including the world in 
which we live, and move and have our being. We are his creation along with the 
planets, stars and galaxies that have existed for millions of years. 

When we worship God, we are not groveling in fear of someone about whom we 
know nothing. Human beings have received messages from God from the beginning 
of time. The story of Adam and Eve is the beginning of our history. God is our Father, 
not simply our creator. We are his children. God is in our souls and bodies. We are 
the temple of the Spirit and members of the Body of Christ Jesus.

Adoration, thanksgiving, reparation and prayer fill every aspect of  the Eucharist. 
Saint Peter Julian in his long retreat at Rome (1865) found that the essence 
of the Eucharist is communion with Christ whether in celebration of the 
Eucharist, reception of the sacrament, or prayer in the presence of the exposed 
sacrament.

Living our Communion
Pope Francis in his encyclicals emphasizes that we must live our faith. Our 
values and actions and decisions require that we live in Christ. We must share 
our lives with the world and people around us. As Pope Francis points out in 
Evangelii Gaudium, the more we share life in Christ, the more we must share 
that life with others (EG #10). It is not only about us. It is about God, and about 
Jesus Christ, who calls us his friends (John 15:15). 

When I was a delegate for the Faith and Order Commission of the U.S. National 
Council of Churches, I stated that not all Christian Churches “have” the 

Eucharist. My colleagues challenged 
me: “Name one Church that does not 
have the Eucharist”. Eventually, I 
realized that the hunger we have for the 
Eucharist is something that is common 
to all Christians. The Eucharist may 
be different in many ways from the 
Eucharist we celebrate, but there is 
some aspect of the Last Supper that 
they incorporate into their worship.

Conclusion
My ecumenical journey began around 
1965, over fifty years ago. I have learned 
in my journey, that there is much we can 
learn each day about communion in 
God with Christ. This includes learning 
from other Christians, who have the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ and God the 
Father. The Catholic Church, for the 
most part, recognizes their baptism. 
Many Christians share the sacrament 
of marriage with their spouse, they 
may have shared the Eucharist at their 
wedding or at their children’s First 
Communion. We pray that the Lord will 
grant us continued progress toward “full 
communion” of all Christians (see SSS 
Rule of Life #34).
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Continued on next page...

A Face of the Association
by Jim Brown, Director
Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing

The Rule of Life for Associates expresses a renewed vision 
of associated life of lay faithful with the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament. In the next several issues of Bread Broken & 
Shared, we will tell some brief stories of some women and men 
and the impact being an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament 
has had in their lives.

Greg Dufour is an Associate at Corpus Christi 
Parish in Houston, Texas. He has been very 
active as a Eucharistic minister, lector, a 
leader and catechist for the parish RCIA 
program. He recently joined the Associates 
leadership Board at Corpus Christi Parish. 
Greg also spends much time in northern 
Maine tending to his ailing father. Now 
retired (a career as a microbiologist) he has 
more time to experience being an Associate. 
“Ministry has always been important to me,” 
says Greg, “I now have more time to spend 
in adoration, in reflection and prayer. This 
enhances whatever ministry I do.” “The real impact though,” he says, “has been 
on my prayer life, giving me a routine. In retirement I now can become more 
contemplative. I am now more at peace with my prayer life.” And lastly, Greg 
says that his participation in the formation programs for associates has “brought 
me to a deeper understanding of the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.”

Ivonne and Rick Hernandez are Associates 
at Saint Vincent de Paul Church in Holiday, 
Florida. In addition to parenting three boys 
(ages 15, 22 and 26), they founded their 
own company called Elishiba House to 
promote the Eucharist. Both are on the 
writing team for the province’s daily 
Eucharistic reflections. Ivonne wrote a 
book on the rosary entitled The Rosary: 
Eucharistic Meditations with Saint Peter 
Julian Eymard, Apostle of the Eucharist. 
Rick is a software engineer. Before 
becoming an associate, Rick was “in search 
of a charism to express his Catholic faith. 

None fit like the Blessed Sacrament 
Congregation.” The Eucharist gives 
him a focus by which he can pass on 
his faith. All he sees and does is done 
through the “prism of the Eucharist.”  
For Ivonne, the Eucharistic focus 
“gives a name for all the things 
they value and do, e.g., hospitality 
(they love to entertain). This focus 
“defines our home – Eucharistic.” 
Both agree, “We can’t keep quiet about 
the Eucharist and the charism of the 
Congregation.”

At Saint Paschal Baylon Church, 
we have octogenarian and great-
grandmother Mary Ann Trask and 
new mother Brittany Immormino. 
Both are Associates involved in their 
parishes and communities. Mary Ann 
is a Life in the Eucharist team member, 
a Eucharistic minister and lector, is 
involved in the RCIA program and as 
a mother of a diocesan priest she and 
her husband Don do a lot to support 
seminarians and parents of priests. She 
decided when she became an associate 

Greg Dufour

Mary Ann and Don Trask

Rick and Ivonne Hernandez
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A Face of the Association...Continued from previous page

to get involved in hospital ministry – “not something I ever thought I’d be able 
to do” Mary Ann adds. “I am at it now four years. It started out as ‘I have to 
go” to “I want to go” to “It’s a call to go.” Lastly, she adds, “In my formation 
as an associate I read Tomorrow Will Be Too Late, by Norman Pelletier SSS. 
It really affected me; a very powerful book.”  

Brittany and husband Steve are the 
proud parents of newly born Sophia. 
She began her life of ministry as a 
seventh grader at Saint Paschal Baylon 
School when she volunteered to become 
a clown for the Helping Hands ministry 
started by Deacon Joseph Bourgeois 
SSS. She has been a catechist for the 
parish’s Confirmation program, is a 
communion minister and involved 
in the “Welcoming Catholics Home” 
program. This past January she joined 
the leadership board at Saint Paschal’s. 
“Becoming an Associate of the Blessed 
Sacrament fulfills my baptismal call,” 
says Brittany. “It shows me how to live each day well. Saint Peter Julian’s focus 
on the Eucharist is so important to me. Seeing people receive communion at 
Mass makes me think about how we are all part of a whole and how we are 
living Christ in the world. The wonder and awe of it all!”

In Loving Memory
July
01 1980   Rev. Joseph Lamontagne
03 1922   Bro. Armandus Mathieu
04 1988   Rev. Alfred Trudeau
05 2012 Rev. Edward Roberts
09 2013 Bro. Thomas Flanagan
11 1940   Bro. Henricus Gatien
13 1967   Rev. Omer Hebert
13 1981   Bro. Richard Leclerc
13 2006 Rev. Roger Pageot
16 1983   Rev. Jules Simoneau
18 1984   Rev. Lionel Dorais
19 1914   Bro. Theodorus Bellavance
20 1964   Rev. Daniel Sullivan
22 1993   Bro. Paul Omer Gaudreau
23 2000   Rev. Donald Brouillard
25 1983   Rev. John O’Brien
26 1978   Bro. Maxime Béliveau
28 1914   Rev. Patricius Murphy
30 2018 Rev. Dennis Ruane

August
06 2007 Rev. René Bélanger
10 1938 Rev. Roland Amyot
10 1938 Bro. Normand Richard
12 1996 Rev. Maurice A. Prefontaine
13 2018 Rev. Michael Noreika
20 1994 Rev. Joseph Bernier
22 1994 Rev. Francis Costa
23 1965 Rev. Leo Rousseau
23 1971 Bro. André Bernard
23 1992 Rev. Eugene Laroche
23 1993 Rev. Jean-Marie Bauchet
24 1921 Rev. Arthur Letellier
26 1961 Rev. Alfred Vey
28 1934 Rev. Ludger Lachance
31 1958 Bro. Nazaire Bergeron
31 2009 Rev. Donald Jette

September
08 2008 Rev. Walter A. Riendeau
09 1974 Rev. Leopold St.-Hilaire
11 1959 Rev. Alphonse Ouimet
17 2017 Rev. Frederico Ablog
19 1937 Rev. Louis Tardif
19 1983 Rev. Antonin Dumont
22 1982 Rev. Leo Bourque
23 1964 Rev. John Graham
24 1978 Rev. Adrien Maheu
24 1911 Joseph Falls (Seminarian)
25 1971 Bro. George Lemoyne
25 1975 Rev. Adrian Hébert
26 1971 Bro. Anthony Carucci
27 1980 Bro. Noël Canuel
28 1991 Rev. Norman MacPherson

Prayer for Vocations
Loving God and Father, your servant 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard was 
captivated by your Son’s love revealed 
to us in the Eucharist and he greatly 
desired to manifest this love to his 
contemporaries.
He established a new form of religious 
life which is nourished by the Eucharist: 
celebrated, contemplated and enriched 
with ministries of all kinds.
Through his intercession, call forth 
many young people who will labor 
in your Church as priests, deacons, 
brothers or sisters.
Give us the grace to become like the 
bread of the Eucharist which is broken 
for the life of the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Ecumenical Corner...Continued from previous page

Brittany Immormino with daughter, Sophia

A Word of Thanks to our
Partners in Ministry

Many of you returned the enclosed 
response card in with a generous 
donation to the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are 
most grateful to you for making 
it possible for our priests and 
brothers to continue their ministry.  
Your gift, whether large or small, 
helps you to actually share in the 
ministry of the Congregation in the 
USA.  You are remembered daily in 
the prayer intentions of the priests 
and brothers of the Congregation.
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Deacon Joe – An Unsung Hero
by Kathy Polhammer 
St. Paschal Baylon Parish

Deacon Joseph Bourgeois SSS, 
recently accepted an award at 
the Nowacki Foundation Gala 
for the work the Saint Paschal 
Baylon Clown and Helping 
Hands ministry does with the less 
fortunate. He is the first religious 
to receive this award presented 
to those “unsung heroes” who 
serve the community. 

Deacon Joe, who founded 
the Clown and Helping Hands 
ministries at Saint Paschal Baylon 
nearly 20 years ago, leads a 
group of 100 volunteers from 
throughout the community. The ministry delivers meals, clothing and 
toiletries to those in need twice a week. What really sets the group 
apart from others is that the ministry takes the time to actually listen to 
and have conversations with those in need.

In a Proclamation from the Ohio Senate, it was stated that Deacon Joe 
is “a remarkable individual, combining civic concern and dedication 
with selfless initiative to become a dynamic local leader.” It went on 
to say, “Willingly giving of your time, energy and abilities, you have 
striven to better the world around you, and through your generous 
contributions, you have earned the respect and esteem of all who 
know you.”

The Andy Nowacki Foundation was created by the family and friends 
of Marine Lance Cpl. Andrew  W. Nowacki “Ace”, who died by a 
roadside bomb on February 26, 2005 during Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
while protecting a convoy.

Our sincerest wishes to Deacon Joe and his generous group of caring 
volunteers!
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Saint Ann’s Shrine

Celebrating Saint Ann’s 
Feast Day 2019



By Scott Gongos, Director of Mission Advancement

In July we celebrate the Feast of 
Saint Ann! I’d like to invite you 
to join us at Saint Ann’s Shrine 
for the Triduum of Masses here 
in Cleveland, Ohio: July 24, 25, 
and 26. Father John Christman 
SSS will celebrate Mass at 
7:00 pm each evening and 
there will be a free reception 
following Mass on the 26th. The 
Triduum is such a great time 
of year for us as we decorate 
the church, welcome visitors, 
and celebrate Mass with such 

a prayerful devotion to Good Saint Ann. It’s wonderful to 
see the excitement on the children’s faces when they receive 
their Saint Ann necklace during the Mass on the first day. The 
anointing of the sick Mass takes place on the second night and 
is a beautiful way to reach out and help those who may need an 
extra prayer. On the third day there is very special Mass which 
concludes with a candle-light procession through the church. 
It’s such a unique and a peaceful part of the three days. I really 
enjoy getting to know our extended Saint Ann and Blessed 
Sacrament family at these faith-filled events. Everyone has 
been so genuinely nice and friendly as we celebrate our 
devotion to Good Saint Ann. I look forward to the opportunity 
to meet you, as well!! If you are considering joining us for the 
Triduum, keep in mind we are working with a local hotel to 
secure discounted rates. I can be reached at 440-449-2700 or 
sgongos@blessedsacrament.com. 

Although there are many aspects of my job that I like, I always enjoy 

communicating with our friends 
of Saint Ann’s Shrine and Blessed 
Sacrament Community. Learning of 
their history with us and how they 
became involved in what we do is 
so rewarding. But I sincerely enjoy 
getting to know you on a personal level. 
Nothing brightens my day more than 
when I’m updated on your families 
and what’s new in your lives. I’m so 
very flattered when you ask about my 
daughter and what she’s been up to. 
It reflects the family type atmosphere 
I feel at work every day. There’s a 
genuine caring for one another and its 
wonderful to experience. Thank you 
for your part in making my “work 
life” so enjoyable!

Please share any suggestions or 
comments you may have regarding 
our mailings. We do our best to 
improve what we do but are always 
open to hear your feedback. 

Stay connected with Saint Ann 
Shrine and the Blessed Sacrament 
Community by visiting our website 
and following us on Facebook. I 
send out emails 2-3 times per year 
on events happening at the Shrine so 
please submit your email address to 
keep up to date. 
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SAINT ANN’S SHRINE & 
CONGREGATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Celebrate
Saint Ann’s Feast Day 

Wednesday-Thursday-Friday

July 24, 25, & 26, 2019

Saint Paschal Baylon Church
5384 Wilson Mills Road

Highland Heights, Ohio 44143
Parking South of the Church

This Triduum is the annual three days of prayer leading up to the Feast of Saint Ann on 
July 26th celebrated by the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament at Saint Ann’s Shrine 

in Highland Heights, Ohio. The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament is a Roman 
Catholic religious Congregation of priests, brothers and deacons whose mission is to 

share the riches of God’s love manifested in the Eucharist.

• Day 1 Mass: Special Blessing for Children & sharing of Medals
• Day 2 Mass: Anointing of the Sick
• Day 3 Mass: Special Candlelight Procession

All 3 Masses will be celebrated:
All Begin at 7:00 PM - Include Veneration of the Relic of Saint Ann

Free reception to follow July 26th Mass in Saint Peter Julian Eymard Room in the Parish Family Life Center

R.S.V.P. or for more information contact Scott R. Gongos
Director of Mission Advancement
sgongos@blessedsacrament.com

440.449.2700
www.blessedsacrament.com

www.st-ann-shrine.org

Additionally, a nine-day Novena in honor of Saint Ann is celebrated at Saint Jean 
Baptiste Church in New York City from July 17 through July 26. 

Contact information for the Novena is:
phone: 212.288.5082 or website: www.stjeanbaptisteny.org
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 Dome of Saint Peter’s 
Basilica

tThe Pontifical Biblical 
Institute in Rome

Embarking on a New Adventure
by Anthony J. Marshall SSS

The Congregation’s Rule of Life indicates that Blessed 
Sacrament Religious are to be of service to the whole 
Church, with a particular emphasis on the ministry of the 
Word and at the service of priests (see Rule of Life, numbers 
35, 39, 44).  Assisting in the formation of future priests, 
teaching and studying Scripture, and forming the laity all 
form part of the Congregation’s Eucharistic mission.

It is with the above in mind that, at the invitation of Father Provincial, 
I am leaving full-time vocation and formation ministry this autumn and 
heading to Rome, Italy to begin advanced theological studies in the Sacred 
Scriptures. In September, I will enroll at the Pontifical Biblical Institute 
of the Pontifical Gregorian University in the center of the Eternal City to 
pursue a licentiate (similar to an Master’s degree in the USA) in Sacred 
Scripture and eventually continue on for  doctoral studies. After completing 
my studies, my hope is to return to teach the Scriptures at a seminary, 
and assist in the important task of forming future priests, religious, and laity. 
The ministry and passion of the late Blessed Sacrament Father and biblical 
scholar Father Eugene LaVerdière is paradigmatic for my priestly ministry and 
academic pursuits.

It has been an honor to serve the Province of Saint Ann as Vocation Director and 
in initial formation for these past nearly eight years. The importance of building 
a culture of vocational awareness in each of our parishes and within our religious 
communities has not been without its unique set of challenges. Nevertheless, I 
have been blessed with the opportunity to accompany young men in vocational 
discernment and initial formation, seeking to discover the riches of God’s love 
for each of them manifested in the Eucharist. Incidentally, every year since 
the Province started a college 
formation program at Borromeo 
Seminary in Cleveland, we have 
welcomed at least one new man 
into the aspirancy. Thanks be to 
God! Our Eucharistic charism is 
attractive for young men.

As I head to Rome for studies 
this fall, please remember me 
and our seminarians in your 
prayers, especially before our 
Eucharistic Lord; be assured 
of my prayers for you, too! 
Arrivederci! 

Father Anthony Marshall SSS with his 
mother Carol Ganser in Rome


