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Canonization Process Moves Forward
Brother Giovanni Nadiani SSS

Father Bernardo Mauri SSS – Postulator

We received this good news from our Generalate in Rome about the 
progress of sainthood for our Blessed Sacrament Brother Giovanni 
Nadiani SSS.  We share the communication with you in its entirety 
with some adaptations and ask that you pray that his holiness might 
continue to be recognized by the Church.

After so many years of work and preparation, finally 
the Servant of God Brother Giovanni Nadiani SSS 
has been declared Venerable.

The cause of our Brother had been introduced in 1957 
on having been approved in the Diocese of Bergamo 
(Italy). But already Father Lodovico Longari SSS 
(also a Venerable), as Superior General had hoped 
that more would be known and devotion be spread 
concerning Brother Giovanni, whom he had loved so 
much. There was first a diocesan process carried out 
in Bergamo from 1959 to 1961 with letters of request 
from 51 witnesses from Rome, Cesena and São Paolo 
in Brazil. The process of the cause was then interrupted, but not 
devotion to Brother Giovanni. In 1978, following the decision 
of the Italian Provincial Chapter, the cause was taken up again. 
But another diocesan process had to be conducted; this took 
place in Bergamo from 1987 to 1989 supported by letters of 
request from 59 witnesses.

Only on 27 August 2008 was it possible to consign to the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints the complete Positio of the two processes with the historical-
hagiographic documentation – a volume of 1180 pages. On 11 January 2018 the 
Particular Congress of Theological Consultors met in the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints to discuss the heroic virtues of Giovanni Nadiani, the religious 
Brother of our Congregation. I transcribe part of the report of the Promoter of 
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“His humility was nourished by contemplation of the 
Eucharist. … The Servant of God enjoyed a reputation of 

holiness that was well-known also outside the Congregation.”
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the Faith, Monsignor Carmelo Pellegrino:

“Theologians have examined the salient aspects of the life of the Servant of 
God, who had a troubled childhood. He persevered in faith, despite hostility to it 
from his family which was republican and anti-clerical. He entered the diocesan 
seminary of Cesena with the desire to become a priest, but with suffering had 
to relinquish this. Having come across the spirituality of the Blessed Sacrament 
Congregation, he was so impressed that he requested to be admitted to this 
Congregation, in which he was perpetually professed as a Lay Brother.”

“Brother Giovanni thoroughly lived the eucharistic piety pertaining to the 
Blessed Sacrament Congregation’s charism. In his following of Christ (sequela 
Christi) he was led to realize his own religious life undertaken with courage and 
inner freedom. He was strong in faith despite poor health in his last two years 
because of a stomach illness (a tumor ulcer). As a religious he was humble, 
obedient, ready to be of service. He fulfilled his apostolate especially among the 
sick, spending himself as an infirmarian with generosity expressed in care for 
confreres that was outstanding for delicacy and unconditional availability. He 
held no grudge against those who humiliated him. He was upright and faithful 
in his vocation, showing delicacy and well-disposed in fraternal correction.”

“For many years his spiritual guide was the Venerable Father Lodovico Longari, 
then his Superior General. Some hesitation has been aroused in regard to the 
virtue of prudence because of excessive bodily mortification constantly practiced 
by Nadiani in use of a hair shirt and the discipline. It has been remarked that 
these penances can be understood in the spiritual context of Brother Giovanni’s 
reparational and intense asceticism, always under obedience of his spiritual 
Director.”

“His humility was nourished by contemplation of the Eucharist. It is claimed 
that he also had a charism of prophecy; he had to experience periods of spiritual 
dryness. The Servant of God enjoyed a reputation of holiness that was well-
known also outside the Congregation. However, the Congress has sought to be 
updated. At the close of its Session, the theologians unanimously recognized 
Brother Giovanni’s generous evangelical witness as an example of constancy 
in religious life and service still valid today.”

The Postulator provided the necessary and adequate replies to the reservations in 
regard to points about personal penance and updates concerning the reputation of 
holiness. After this, following an examination of the answers of the Postulation, 
all the Consultors expressed their “fully affirmative” vote.

On 21 May 2019 the Ordinary Congress of Bishops and Cardinals met in 

the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints and also gave its unanimous 
affirmative vote. Pope Francis signed 
the Decree of Heroism of Virtues, 
by which Brother Giovanni Nadiani 
became officially “Venerable”.

Whoever obtains graces please email: 
postulatore.mauri@katamail.com, 

Giovanni  Nadiani  –  Blessed 
Sacrament Brother

He was born on 20 February 1885 at 
Santa Maria Nuova in Cesena, of the 
Province of Forlì in northern Italy. He 
was baptized with the names Giovanni 
Antonio Gaspare.

His father Ercole was manager of a 
grocery store and tavern, involved 
in trading horses and knowledgeable 
in providing for all the needs of the 
people of that small town in the 
municipality of Bertinoro. Though 
being a somewhat somber severe 
person, a republican anti-clerical like 
all the simple men of that place, he was 
also good and cordial towards everyone 
and committed to the good education 
of his children. He was married three 
times: first to Annunziata Piazzi in 
1880, the mother of Giovanni, Maria 

Continued on next page...



�

FALL  (October-November-December)  20�9 

Continued on next page...

Canonization Process Moves Forward...Continued from previous page

and Erminio, who died at the birth 
of the fourth child, Adolf who also 
died immediately after her; then three 
years later in 1892 to her sister Lucia 
Piazzi, who bore Annunziata, who died 
aged five; finally, following Lucia’s 
death, to the maid Giovanna 
Ruffili in 1897. These three were 
Giovanni’s holy mothers, who 
educated him in the faith, prayer 
and the sacraments, even though 
his father was unpracticing.

As a boy he was attentive, obedient 
and devout. At home on the landing 
he set up a little altar before which 
he gathered his companions for 
prayer. He was an altar boy, when 
his father allowed him.

In 1889 he entered the seminary 
of Cesena to become a priest 
permitted by his father since that 
establishment was renowned for 
providing a good education to 
youth. But after four years, since 
the fees were not paid, he had to 
leave. There are many fine things 
said about him during his time 
at the seminary, for example, 
regarding his studiousness and 
being a soloist in the choir.

In 1903, when he returned home he was 
set to work in serving his father, doing 
after-school activities for the boys and 
taking part in the Christian Democratic 
Club of Provezza (Cesena). Later, he 
emigrated to work in Switzerland to 
learn languages and go as a missionary. 
This was interrupted when he returned 
to Forlì for six months military service, 
from which he was dismissed and 
resumed his work in Switzerland.

In 1907 he was in Rome serving 
in the bar of his mother Giannina’s 
relatives. During this time he entered 
the Church of San Claudio, where he 
became fascinated by the Eucharist 

exposed, in relation to which he 
reviewed his life, his vocation. He 
prayed for a long time and decided to 
join the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament that administered that 
church. It was on 2 July 1907 that he 

entered the Congregation at Turin, 
obediently following the advice to 
be a Brother, a vocation to which he 
became passionately dedicated. He 
made his novitiate at Castelvecchio 
of Moncalieri (Turin) from November 
1907-1909. He then lived in the 
community of Turin until October 
1931, when he was transferred to 
Ponteranica where he remained until 
his death on 6 January 1940.

His “spiritual notes” express an 
extraordinary witness of his truly 
ascetical and mystical life. From the 
novitiate he built his intimate espousal 
relation with Christ. Brother Giovanni 

was truly in love with Jesus in the 
Eucharist. He lived his life as a Blessed 
Sacrament Brother in contemplation 
and service, the two attitudes of his 
daily Eucharist. He was most faithful 
to adoration every eighth hour taking 

his turn in the community, ready 
even to substitute for others who 
requested, especially at night. He 
noted: “The hour of adoration 
is an angelic exercise; it is the 
most necessary thing to refresh 
at the fountainhead the roots of 
virtue, to rekindle the warmth of 
our spirit at this ardent furnace. 
Adoration is the most delightful 
experience. The only happiness, 
the only joy promised to religious. 
Adoration is my little Mass. With 
what commitment I must celebrate 
it! I must prepare to offer a 
victim every time. I must renew 
every day the profound adoration 
of the Virgin at the moment 
of the Incarnation, her loving 
thanksgiving, her immolation and 
her prayer.” With his passion for 
the Eucharist, Brother Giovanni 
used to live an intense spiritual 
asceticism. At Turin he asked to 
go to confession twice a week, 
and always to undertake new 

penitential practices: hair shirt, chains 
around his waist, sleeping on a straw 
bed. He sought humility:  “I will 
not be able to become an adorer in 
spirit and truth unless I am humble. 
Humility is the first stone, the basis of 
the eucharistic life.”

Brother Giovanni used to say that 
he had a great secret throughout his 
life; it was the favorite theme of his 
meditations – the secret “to do the 
Will of God.” “It was the Secret of 
Jesus taught by his Mother ... When 
the adversaries would like to induce 
us to evil, we oppose them with the 
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Will of God that forbids sin; when lukewarmness and inertia distract us from 
doing good, the thought of the Divine Will that prescribes good works shakes us; 
when hatred leads us to vengeance, we hinge it on the Will of God that requires 
forgiveness; when pride eagerly raises its head, we remind it that the Divine Will 
resists the proud. Against this sovereign and holy Will, all arrows are blunted 
against this diamond shield, all swords are broken. The Saints direct all their 
efforts to the Will of God. Father Eymard used to repeat: ‘To see the Divine Will 
in everything.’ In it relief is felt not only by the soul, but also by the body; in 
the Will of God there is peace of heart. It is true that there is no security, there 
is no firmness, there is no tranquillity and peace, there is no wisdom, there is 
no nobility for a person except in exactly fulfilling, faithfully persevering and 
loving the Will of God.” Brother Giovanni proposed in the form of a litany. “The 
33 Secrets contained in the great Secret of Jesus.”

In the community at Turin, Brother Giovanni was the porter, sacristan, but 
above all an assistant in the Office of the Publications and sending of the 
magazines, taking care of correspondence from subscribers. At the seminary 
of Ponteranica, he was mainly the infirmarian. He was distinguished for his 
delicacy and kindness towards each sick person. Very modest, he did not make 
anyone feel uncomfortable, and everyone allowed themselves to be treated by 
him with confidence. It was here that Brother Giovanni regarded the beauty of 
his vocation as a Brother in terms of “spiritual motherhood.” He saw priests 
as fathers by whom so many souls were to be guided and listened to, while in 
brothers he saw the role of a mother who cares, who assists, who loves. He 
wrote a booklet “The spiritual Motherhood of the religious Brother.” “The title 
of Mother is not strange or improper. It is Jesus himself who gives this sublime 
mission to every truly loving soul who does the Will of God ... Being a little Mary, 
mother of Jesus, mother of the priests, mother of souls: such is the mission of 
the religious Brother. And no means are needed; only one thing is asked of you, 
the love in which everything is contained. Love with the heart of a Mother, and 
this love is simplified by sanctifying the present moment.” Brother Giovanni was 
in love with the Madonna whom he called “Smile in the family.” He wanted to 
imitate her maternal delicacy.

Even in community he was always amiable, outgoing, joyful, and offering 
himself to replace anyone in need. He was also sent to carry out commissions and 
often went to the city to do the shopping or to take the sick to visit the doctor.

He was heroic in his last year when suffering very much from a cancerous ulcer. 
Without diminishing his commitments, he offered himself every day as a “victim 
with Jesus of the altar with the Cross in his chest.” At the hospital in Bergamo 
(the “garden of God” he called it) he was operated on 30 December 1939: 

“may I celebrate my bloody Mass as 
a true Blessed Sacrament religious, 
allowing freely and with joy Jesus the 
Victim to complete his Passion ... the 
dear heavenly Mother will accompany 
me.” He died on the morning of 6 
January 1940.

This was the Venerable Giovanni 
Nadiani who by his life presents 
the beauty and attractiveness of the 
vocation of a Blessed Sacrament 
Brother and of religious life as such, 
even without the incentive of the 
priesthood. It is a vocational pattern to 
be fostered in our Congregation.

Prayer for Brother 
Giovanni Nadiani SSS
O Most Holy Trinity, we 
thank you for the gift of 

the Eucharist, the font and 
strength of all holiness, 
and ask you to glorify 

the Venerable Giovanni 
Nadiani, who witnessed in 
humility and service the 

life of love springing from 
this Sacrament. Through 

his intercession grant us the 
graces that we are asking from 
you.  Say three “Glory Be” to 

the Most Holy Trinity.

Intention at Morning and 
Evening Prayer

For your Servant Giovanni 
Nadiani, who in humility and 

service witnessed the love 
springing from the Eucharist, 
grant him to be in the Church 

a sign of your holiness.

“This was the Venerable Giovanni Nadiani who by his life 
presents the beauty and attractiveness of the vocation 

of a Blessed Sacrament Brother.”
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A New Bishop in the Congregation
Father Hernaldo Pinto Farias SSS

Father Hernaldo 
Pinto Farias SSS, 
was born on June 
24, 1964 in Vitória 
da Conquista, in 
the Archdiocese, in 
the State of Bahia  
H e  c o m p l e t e d 
h i s  s t u d i e s  i n 
P h i l o s o p h y  a t 
the Faculdades 
Assoc i adas  do 
Ipiranga in São 
Paulo and at the 
T h e o l o g i c a l 
Institute São Paulo 
(ITESP) in São 
Paulo.  He obtained 
a  L i c e n t i a t e 
i n  D o g m a t i c 

Theology with a specialization in Liturgy at the Pontifical 
Faculty Nossa Senhora da Assunção in São Paulo.  Then he 
obtained the License and a Doctorate in Sacred Liturgy at the 
Pontifical Athenaeum of Saint Anselm in Rome.
    
He made his religious profession on January 25, 1988 in the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament (Sacramentini) and on July 18, 1992 he received priestly 
ordination.  During his priestly ministry he was parochial vicar in the following 
parishes: Santa Ifigênia in São Paulo-SP, São Benedito in Fortaleza-CE, Nossa 
Senhora da Boa Viagem Cathedral in Belo Horizonte-MG, Santuário da Adoração 
in Sete Lagoas-MG,  Coração Eucarístico de Jesus in Caratinga-MG.

Within his religious Congregation he held the following positions: Formator, 
Provincial Treasurer,  Provincial Consultor,  Provincial Superior of the Province 
of Nossa Senhora de Guadalupe, which includes the communities present in 
Brazil, Argentina and Chile,  Member of the Eucharist Center in Rome,  Member 
of the International Finance Commission at the General Curia in Rome.

In the academic field, he was Professor of Liturgy in various Faculties, Institutes, 

Seminars and Training Centers,  
Lecturer in liturgical formation courses 
in the Conference of Religious of 
Brazil (CRB) and in various dioceses 
and parishes of Brazil,  Coordinator of 
the Liturgical Center Dom Clemente 
Isnard in São Paulo.  Furthermore, 
he was a member of the Directory 
of the Association of Liturgists of 
Brazil (ASLI) and Councilor of the 
Episcopal Commission for the Liturgy 
of the Brazilian Episcopal Conference 
(2011-2013).

We wish Hernaldo well as he continues 
to serve the Church, but in a new and 
different way!  He will bring the spirit 
and charism of Saint Peter Julian 
Eymard to his Diocese.

See page 16 for the invitation 
to his Episcopal Ordination.
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“Have You Ever Thought That. . .?”
by Anthony Schueller SSS

One of the continuing challenges for our Province is vocations. 
Let me explain. God has sent us great numbers of Eucharistic 
vocations through our dedicated Associates of the Blessed 
Sacrament and LITE Team members across the country. Your 
presence and joyful embrace of a life centered on the Eucharist, 
following the example of our holy Founder, inspire us as 
religious. The associate-religious relationship is a true blessing 
to us and a manifestation of the vitality of our charism.

Where we are struggling as a Province, and have been for some time despite 
consistent effort, is in attracting candidates to the vowed life and the ordained 
ministry as Religious of the Blessed Sacrament.

The Provincial Council and I are inviting all in the Eymardian Family 
(religious, associates, and friends) to work for and pray for new vocations to the 
Congregation in our country. This will be of the highest priority in the remaining 
three years of our mandate in leadership.

Here is the vision behind what we are hoping to do.

Vocations come from families and faith communities.
It is God who calls, but vocations don’t fall from the heavens; they come from 
families and parishes and schools. Studies bear out, but experience does too, 
that where the call to the ordained ministry and the religious life is valued and 
promoted, young people will respond. Can we make the option of church ministry 
and the vowed life more attractive to those whom God is calling by inviting, 
welcoming, and supporting them in their discernment?

Ask the question.
Do you know or see someone who shows signs of a possible vocation? Ask them 
if they have ever thought that God might be calling them to be a sister, priest, 
brother, or deacon. It takes real courage to step out in faith and choose a path 
of life and service that goes beyond conventional expectations and what one’s 
peers are seeking. Some will never consider it if they are never asked.

Location, location, location.
We are asking you to get involved locally. Help set up, or sign up for, a Parish 
Vocation Council. Here is where associates can take the lead with your energy, 
vision, and love for Christ and the Church. Make prayer for vocations and 
the promotion of church ministries a regular feature of your parish’s liturgies, 

ministries, and youth programs.

May we be worthy.
Saint Peter Julian believed that it is 
God who calls. But he added, “We 
must be worthy of the vocations he will 
send.” We do this by being committed, 
joyful disciples and apostles of the 
Eucharist. God bless you! 

From Our Provincial Superior...
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The Voice of Saint Jean’s
Angelica Contreras — Parish Secretary

A parish secretary is really the face and voice of a parish.  For 
several years now, Angelica Contreras has been Miss Saint 
Jean Baptiste as she carries on the tasks and responsibilities 
of the parish office. Her tasks are many and various, but all 
of them vital to the smooth operation of the Catholic parish 
on the Upper East Side of New York City, administered by 
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament for more than 
100 years.  

Angelica and her family emigrated from Mexico when she was only six 
years old, and the family made their home in the South Bronx. Her parents, 
Rosa and Guadalupe Contreras, provided for their three children.  Angelica 
is  the middle child, having two other siblings, Johnny (oldest) and Elizabeth 
(youngest) and lots of family pets.

As a child, Angelica attended Saint Luke’s School in 
the South Bronx, where she volunteered and worked 
at the religious education office for many years. She 
was hired as the parish receptionist there when she 
was only twelve years old by Father Gerald Ryan, 
oldest working priest in New York City.

She attended Saint Jean Baptiste High School which 
is attached to the parish of Saint Jean Baptiste. During 
the beginning of her sophomore year at Saint Jean’s, 
her parents explained to her that they could no longer 
afford to pay the school.  Due to the generosity of 
the Sisters at the high school, Angelica was told that 
they would find a way for her to complete her studies at Saint Jean’s. Sister 
Catherine Molloy CND found Angelica a sponsor who helped to pay for her 
tuition. Angelica is very grateful to all of those who reached out and helped her 
to receive a good Catholic education.

It was at this time that Angelica was hired as a part-time receptionist, and trained 
under the tutelage of Mrs. Ellen Hagen and Flora Lugo. Angelica graduated from 
Saint Jean’s High School in 1999 and was accepted at Marymount Manhattan 
College

When Father Anthony Schueller SSS became pastor he hired Angelica to work 
full time in the office, organizing the parish list, taking care of the Nocturnal 
Adoration Society and as a support staff for Ellen Hagen, the then secretary.  
Since that time, Angelica has been the smiling face that greets people that visit the 

parish office and answers 
their many requests on 
the telephone.  She is 
a real treasure for the 
parish and a warm and 
kind presence to all who 
interact with her.

In addition to working at the parish 
office, Angelica belongs to the Bronx 
Grail, an international movement and 
community of women from different 
cultures, social backgrounds and 
generations who are called to create 
a sustainable world, transforming 
the planet into a place of peace and 
justice. 

In the office, Angelica oversees all of 
the office operations, filing, preparing 

Angelica Contreras skillfully 
and cheerfully taking care of 
the parish office.
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The Center for Eucharistic
Evangelizing (CEE):
Its History and Mission

the bulletins and announcements, 
scheduling Mass intentions, sorting 
the mail and keeping the parish 
calendar of events up-to-date.  Her 
kind voice and welcoming spirit 
enables parishioners to feel welcomed 
and important when they stop by the 
parish office. Angelica also takes the 
time to check on older parishioners 
who might be homebound by telephone 
to see that they are doing well. 

When asked about her job in the 
parish office, Angelica said: “My 
main mission in any place I work, 
and especially at Saint Jean’s, is to 
maintain a healthy work environment.  
I believe that it is essential to maintain 
a positive attitude which will help 
in any stressful situation.  Having 
a healthy workplace can show our 
parishioners that we are not just here 
to work, but also to build a community.  
We are invested in our parishioners as 
they are in our parish.” 

by James Brown, Director

A few months back I was 
in a conversation with a 
group of associates. I was 
talking about the Center for 
Eucharistic Evangelizing 
(CEE) and a number of 
issues and questions we 
would be facing in the near 
future as the Association 
in the United States, now 
numbering about 280 
women and men, that 
continues to evolve and 
grow. One person in the 
group, a relatively new 
associate, blurted out, 
“What’s the CEE?”

At first, I was dumfounded. Then I thought, “Oh my! There are probably a lot 
of recently promised associates, many of whom have little or no history with the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, who don’t know much about the CEE, 
its history or mission, and what we do.” A little history:

One might say that from its founding by Saint Eymard in 1856 the Congregation 
has always been about sharing the riches of God’s love manifested in the 
Eucharist. This mission certainly crystallized following the Second Vatican 
Council. Following the writings of popes Paul VI and John-Paul II, we began 
to focus on the idea of Eucharistic evangelizing, or sharing the good news of 
God’s love in the Eucharist and putting the Eucharist at the center of our life 
and faith as followers of Jesus Christ.

In 1989, Robert Rousseau, a Blessed Sacrament priest, created Life in the 
Eucharist (LITE), using the best practices and theory of adult religious education 
to introduce laity and clergy to the essential elements of a comprehensive 
understanding of the Eucharist and a dynamic eucharistic spirituality. In this, he 
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“Following in the footsteps 
of St. Peter Julian Eymard, 
our mission is to respond to 
the hungers of the human 
family with the riches of 
God’s love manifested in the 
Eucharist.” Rule of Life 3

Conscious of our call to 
bear prophetic witness to 
the Eucharist, we commit 
ourselves to the renewal of 
Church and society through 
this sacrament, especially 
by:

♦gathering 
communities 
characterized 
by hospitality, 
reconciliation, and 
service;

♦celebrating the 
Eucharist as the 
source and summit of 
the life of the Church;

♦associating others 
with our prayer;

♦giving personal 
witness to the 
presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist;

♦sharing our 
Eucharistic mission 
with others in full 
collaboration.

Who We Are
followed the example of Saint Peter Julian Eymard (1811-1868), the Apostle of 
the Eucharist, who sought to bring the eucharistic fire to the ends of the earth and 
share with the church of his day a vision of the Eucharist which would renew 
Christian living and transform society.

In a matter of a few years, hundreds of lay women and men attended a LITE 
program and many of them chose to be trained as members of LITE Teams 
putting on the program in parishes in their dioceses and beyond. (Many of these 
people are now Associates of the Blessed Sacrament.)

Out of this groundbreaking work which spread across the United States and 
into other countries worldwide, grew the Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing. 
The CEE began — and still does — offer a variety of educational programs and 
resources on the Eucharist and eucharistic spirituality for parishes and dioceses, 
as well as experienced teams and speakers. In the 1990’s Father Rousseau created 
four key programs:

•	 Life	in	the	Eucharist	(LITE)	―	Sacramental Reflections 
•	 Life	in	the	Eucharist	(LITE)	―	Scriptural Reflections
• Team Training Program for Life in the Eucharist (LITE)
• Manna ― Three-Volume Series of Topics Related to Eucharistic 

Spirituality

In 1999, Father Thomas Wiese SSS took over directing the CEE. He continued 
to guide and nurture the LITE teams throughout the province. In 2003, Father 
William Fickel SSS took over. He continued to build LITE teams and especially 
the Scriptural Reflections program. In 2008, Father Bill moved the CEE to 
Cleveland. There he served as Parochial Vicar at Saint Paschal Baylon Church 
and directed the CEE. At the same time, a CEE office at Corpus Christi Church 
in Houston continued to function under the amazing care of Nancy MacRoberts, 
one of our first Associates of the Blessed Sacrament.

It was during Father Bill’s tenure as CEE director that the Congregational 
Leadership in Rome re-instituted the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament 
founded by Father Eymard. And with the publication of the Rule of Life for 
Associates (ROLA) in 2012 in the Province of Saint Ann, Father Bill began to 
organize the year-long 12 session Initial Formation program for prospective 
associates. And with my assistance we wrote and published the initial set of 
booklets to guide the process. Three revisions later, we now have the 12 burgundy 
booklets and the small ROLA.

In 2013, Father Bill was appointed pastor of Saint Vincent de Paul Church in 
Holiday Florida and Father Anthony Schueller SSS, after a nine-year appointment 
as pastor of Saint Jean Baptiste Church in New York City, succeeded him as 
CEE Director.

During Father Tony’s tenure as CEE Director, we began to publish our 
Connections newsletter as a way to connect all our partners in Eucharistic 
evangelizing, especially our LITE team members and the growing number of 

The Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing..Continued from previous page
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Associates of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the province. We continued 
to develop LITE teams and field requests for parish Eucharistic missions and 
resources.

During Father Bill’s and Father Tony’s tenures, Associate branches developed 
in all of our Blessed Sacrament parishes and two diocesan parishes, Saint Philip 
Church in Norwalk, CT and Saint Stephen Church in Winter Springs, Florida 
under the leadership of Father George Dunne SSS. In addition, Teen LITE Teams 
were developed at Saint Stephen Church under Father George’s guidance and at 
Saint Paschal Baylon Church in Highland Heights, Ohio, under the leadership 
of Evamarie Mickol.

In November of 2014, Father Tony was elected Provincial Superior for the Province 
of Saint Ann. He asked me to succeed him as the first lay director of the CEE.

In addition to fielding requests for Eucharistic missions, including ones focused 
on Adoration, as well as putting in place a number of LITE traveling teams, we 
have over the last five years:

• Continued to publish a monthly Connections newsletter
• Developed leadership boards in all of our Associate branches (Cf. 

ROLA #27)
• Co-sponsored a Convocation in Cleveland to commemorate the 50th 

anniversary of the “Gift of Self” and the “Year of Mercy” promulgated 
by Pope Francis in 2016.

• Initiated a Daily Eucharistic Reflection (now in its 2nd year) that goes 
out to some 400 email addresses throughout the province and the 
United States.

• Worked with Ana Camacho, an Associate at Saint Philip Church, 
in developing a Spanish version of the 12 session Initial Formation 
program.

• Overseen the development of a number of ongoing formation programs 
for Associates of the Blessed Sacrament, including a 18 session Course 
of Study on Saint Peter Julian Eymard and a program based on the 
congregational resource Counsels for Spiritual Life.

• And as my two predecessors did, continued to serve as a resource 
and a support to the growing community of Associates of the Blessed 
Sacrament throughout the province.

In conclusion, the Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing (CEE) shares the mission 
of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, namely, to “respond to the 
hungers of the human family with the riches of God’s love manifested in the 
Eucharist” (Rule of Life, 3). In doing this, we follow in the footsteps of Saint 
Peter Julian Eymard, the Apostle of the Eucharist. Number 33 of the Rule of 
Life states: “Father Eymard’s ability to translate his eucharistic grace into very 
diverse ministries stimulates us to be creative in our mission.” We at the CEE do 
this by developing programs, resources, and experiences that foster knowledge 
and love of the Eucharist and the search for the true meaning and power of the 
eucharistic mystery.

The Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing...Continued from previous page

Prayer for Vocations
Loving God and Father, your servant 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard was 
captivated by your Son’s love revealed 
to us in the Eucharist and he greatly 
desired to manifest this love to his 
contemporaries.
He established a new form of religious 
life which is nourished by the Eucharist: 
celebrated, contemplated and enriched 
with ministries of all kinds.
Through his intercession, call forth 
many young people who will labor 
in your Church as priests, deacons, 
brothers or sisters.
Give us the grace to become like the 
bread of the Eucharist which is broken 
for the life of the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

A Word of Thanks to our
Partners in Ministry

Many of you returned the enclosed 
response card in with a generous 
donation to the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are 
most grateful to you for making 
it possible for our priests and 
brothers to continue their ministry.  
Your gift, whether large or small, 
helps you to actually share in the 
ministry of the Congregation in the 
USA.  You are remembered daily in 
the prayer intentions of the priests 
and brothers of the Congregation.
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Father Ernest’s Ecumenical Corner
How Do We Know the Father?
by Ernest Falardeau SSS

Father Ernie’s Blog
Fr. Ernie’s Blog is an 
extension of the ministry 
for Christian unity and 
interreligious collaboration. 
It can be reached easily 
through the link at www.
blessedsacrament .com. 
Questions and comments 
are welcome.

Introduction
The Priestly Prayer of Jesus (John 17:1-26) is directed to God 
the Father. In the first section of this prayer Jesus prays that he 
may have the glory which he shared with the Father before the 
world began. He prays that the disciples may have this glory 
and indeed that we might have it, because we came to believe 
that Jesus was sent by the Father that we might be consecrated, 
made holy, like the Father, Son and Spirit. 

In the second part of the prayer (John 17:20-26) Jesus prays for the unity of his 
disciples and all Christians, that they may believe and be one as the Father and 
Son/Jesus are one. “May they be one in us, that the world may believe that you 
sent me; that you love them as you loved me. That the love with which you loved 
me may be in them and I in them.”

Knowing the Father
The Priestly Prayer of Jesus makes it clear that we are to be consecrated by 
God’s grace and self-revelation. God wants our love; indeed, the Father loves us 
infinitely. We really know something or someone through love. A child knows 
a mother through her love and through the child’s love for the mother. 

Through God’s love and revelation, we receive and experience the love of the 
Father. It will take a lifetime and eternity to fathom who God is and how much 
he loves us. As God’s children, we know and love God in our neighbor. Faith 
and love are given to us through the church, sacraments, and especially through 
the Eucharist.

Saint Peter Julian Eymard
At the heart of Saint Eymard’s spirituality, is the Eucharist. It is Jesus, God with 
us. He comes to us in communion so that we may know and love the Father. It 
is a matter of experience, a matter of knowing through faith, and loving through 
communion.

There is a mystical dimension to our encounter with Jesus. Faith and charity 
open our minds and hearts to the grace and glory of God. As we share the bread 
of life, we grow in our likeness to Jesus and the Father. 

Conclusion
We know the Father through contemplation of his glory and grace, through 
his revelation of himself in the magnificence of the universe and the beauty of 
creation and nature. We know him through the history of salvation especially 

as we hear it proclaimed in the history 
of God’s love for the people of God. 
We know it through the love of God 
revealed in the gift of our savior, Jesus 
Christ and his sacrifice on Calvary, 
and remembered and celebrated in the 
eucharistic liturgy. We know the Father 
as we come to the table of the Lord in 
his word, and bread broken and cup 
poured out for our forgiveness. We 
know it in the Father’s love and our 
love for the Father, Son and Spirit.
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Joe Pankowiecki making a presentation to an interested group

Continued on next page...

Faces of the Associates 
(Continued from last issue)

“I get a sense of being part 
of the Eymardian Family 

working with other associates 
and LITE team members 

as well as reading the daily 
Eucharistic reflections written 

by associates and religious 
from around the province.”

Betty Hunter active in her ministry

by James Brown, Director
Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing

We continue our telling of some brief stories of the women 
and men who are Associates of the Blessed Sacrament and the 
impact being an associate has had in their lives.

Joe Pankowiecki, a 
retired mechanical 
engineer for a 
We s t i n g h o u s e 
Power Plant, is an 
Associate of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
at diocesan parish 
Saint Stephen 
Church in Winter 
Springs Florida. 
Joe headed up a 
group that spent 
a year developing 
an adult faith 
formation program 
named A Journey 

Through the Mass. This was based on a book study that he and others did on 
Going to Mass: Becoming the Eucharist We Celebrate by Father James McManus, 
CSsR. Joe is also involved with his parish RCIA program, is a member of a Life 
in the Eucharist Lead Team and assists in the initial formation of 
prospective associates.

For him the impact of being an associate comes down to two 
main things: 1) The initial and on-going formation experiences 
have allowed him to learn about Saint Peter Julian Eymard and 
the charism of the Congregation. This has brought him closer 
to Christ. “The ‘Gift of Self’ is an inspiration to me. I am able 
to speak more intimately with Christ, which has enhanced my 
time in adoration.” 2) “My association with the Congregation’s 
Life in the Eucharist program helped me participate in the ‘new 
evangelization’ and experience something very new for me, 
speaking and sharing my faith in front of people.” Joe concludes, 
“I get a sense of being part of the Eymardian Family working with 
other associates and LITE team members as well as reading the 
daily Eucharistic reflections written by associates and religious 
from around the province.” 

Betty Hunter, wife, mother and 
grandmother, is an Associate of 
the Blessed Sacrament at diocesan 
parish Saint Philip Church in 
Norwalk, Connecticut. She currently 
serves on the pastoral staff doing 
hospital communion calls, visiting 
parishioners and teaching first grade 

religious education. For decades, the 
parish has provided a Food Pantry 
for the community. In March 2018 
Betty suggested a special place for the 
children who come to the pantry with 
their parents. They now provide an 
assortment of books for the children 
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“He so respected the dignity 
of everyone – an invaluable 

lesson for all of us in the 
Eymardian Family.”



Doctor Billy Stewart and his wife Sylvia

Faces of the Associates...Continued from previous page

which they get from the local public 
library and from donations. They 
named the space the “Saint Peter 
Julian Eymard Children’s Corner.” 
She tells of moving experiences 
with this initiative including a recent 
story about a Muslim woman in the 
community who came to the pantry 
with her children. She was so touched 
by the experience of good will and 
charity, she then spread word of this 
service in her own community. Saint 
Philip’s also started adoration on the 
First Fridays of the month. Betty 
organized the program and now 
trains other parishioners to set up 
the devotion. She also worked with a 
team to form three more parishioners 
who were received as associates this 
past August 3.

Besides inspiring new programs at 
Saint Philip’s, Betty says that the 
impact of being an Associate of the 
Blessed Sacrament has helped “me/
us in our prayer life to focus on the 
Eucharist, especially learning more 
about and seeing how Saint Eymard 
is a saint for our times.” What 

impressed Betty was how Father 
Eymard reached out to the poor and 
un-catechized children to prepare 

them for their First Communion. “He 
so respected the dignity of everyone 
– an invaluable lesson for all of us 
in the Eymardian Family.”  Betty 
concluded our conversation by noting 
how their formation brought out Father 
Eymard’s love of the Word of God and 
its place in prayer. “This so inspired 
me and others to have the bible back 
in our lives.We are so grateful for 
these formative experiences.”

Dentist Doctor Billy Stewart and 
his wife Sylvia run a family dental 
practice in San Antonio, Texas. Billy 
and a group of men who formed a 
group called “Messengers of His 
Real Presence,” became Associates 
of the Blessed Sacrament at Blessed 

Sacrament parish Saint 
Joseph Downtown Church 
in 2017. He and a number of 
newly-received associates 
then facilitated a formation 
program the following year 
in which Sylvia and their son 
B.J. participated. This past 
year he and a group of fellow 
associates have been forming 
some 120 women and men 
at diocesan parish Prince of 
Peace to become associates.

This past Feast of Corpus 
Christi — and for the fourth 

year in a row — Doctor Billy and 
a number of his fellow associates 

organized and led a Corpus 
Christi procession through the 
downtown streets of San Antonio. 
This culminated with Mass and 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
presided over by Archbishop Gustavo 
Garcia-Siller, MSpS, at the Cathedral 
of San Fernando. Billy said there 
were over a 1000 people who joined 
the procession.

For Billy, having family members and 
friends as fellow associates is really 
special. Also important to him is the 
“canonical status of the Association.” 
But the real impact though has been 
“going deeper into the Eucharist and 
being able to spread the word of the 
real presence.” “This journey,” he 
says, “has allowed us to hear the 
most beautiful testimonies of others 
of their experience of Eucharist and 
their faith journeys. Plus, I’ve grown 
closer with family and friends and 
deeper in my faith.” He and his fellow 
associates give talks in parishes 
around the Archdiocese on the Real 
Presence and “evangelize Jesus in 
the Eucharist.” He closes, echoing 
the belief of Saint Eymard, “We know 
in our minds and hearts that the most 
holy Eucharist is the only remedy to 
this crazy world situation we’re in. I/
we are committed to establishing the 
eucharistic kingdom in this life.”    
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by Scott Gongos
Director of Mission Advancement

We had an incredible three days of celebrating Saint Ann’s 
Triduum here in Cleveland! All three Masses were beautiful 
celebrations, the weather was perfect each night, and we had 
quite a gathering celebrating Mass. Father John Christman’s  
homilies were perfect in sharing how Saint Ann’s influence is 
directly inspiring us every day in our family lives. As part of his 
preaching, Father John included stories of how Saint Ann has 
influenced our friends and the impact she’s had on so many of 
those who are devoted to her. We had the pleasure of welcoming 
Paul and his father Jesse Alcala (see photo on page 15) again 
this year as they joined us from Michigan. Their devotion to 
Saint Ann is something to admire and the Blessed Sacrament 
Community had a wonderful time hosting them. It’s such a 
pleasure to welcome our guests that join us from out of town 
in addition to our friends joining us from the Greater Cleveland 
area. I personally enjoy the opportunity to meet those who I 
communicate with throughout the year and have the opportunity 
to put a face to the name as I have the chance to spend a few 
minutes with them before or after Mass. Being able to thank our 
friends personally for all they do to support our mission work 
brightens my day and puts a huge smile on my face! I’d like 
to invite you to join us for next year’s Triduum July 24-26th. 
I’ll be sure to keep you updated on specific details as we lead 
into next year’s event.

I’d like to thank all of you who returned your prayer card to us as part of our 
Novena mailing with an explanation of how your devotion to Saint Ann came 
to be. We read them all and as I stated earlier, Father John used some of your 
examples in his homilies during the Triduum. The staff and I are humbled by 
your genuine and heartfelt responses. I am always excited when our friends call 
or email me to share their stories on how Saint Ann or the Blessed Sacrament 
Community has impacted their lives. I invite you to contact me and share YOUR 
story. The conversations I’ve had during my 3 years working here has led to 

In Loving Memory
October
03 2014 Bro. Gerard Hickey
05 1988 Rev. Arthur Maheu
05 1999 Bro. Mark Proulx
10 2013 Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald
14 1989 Rev. Thomas Kennette
15 1991 Bro. Narcisse Barette
17 1956 Rev. Wenceslaus Giasson
17 1999 Rev. Thomas Waldie
18 1945 Rev. Auguste Pelletier
18 2002 Bro. Martin Stebens
20 1953 Rev. Emile Poirier
22 2009 Bro.Stanislaus Kowalski
24 1996 Bro. Raymond Lussier
26 1946 Bro. Charles Caron
27 2003 Rev. Frederick Roberge
31 1974 Rev. Francis Brennan
31 2003 Rev. Lionel Lavigne

November
01 2007 Rev. Dominic Luong  
03 1955 Rev. William Fox
04 2013 Rev. Julian Rousseau
05 1991 Rev. Emile Hebert
07 1924 Br. Alphonse Charest
11 1979 Rev. Dosithee Bérard
20 2008 Rev. Eugene LaVerdière
22 1963 Rev. Albert Décelles
23 1903 Rev. Josephus Landry
25 1980 Rev. Lionel Tourigny
25 1993 Rev. Hérve Thibault
26 1962 Br. William Vallaster
27 2006 Br. Edmund Hardy
27 2013 Br. David Phelan
29 1969 Rev. Edgar Bédard
30 1951 Rev. Joseph Legacé

December
01 1920 Rev. François Jean
01 1982 Rev. Joseph Lamontagne
02 1999 Rev. Patrick Fenton
04 1981 Rev. Adolphe Bilodeau
06 1981 Bro. Joseph Morin
16 1986 Rev. Raymond Robitaille
17 1963 Rev. Henri Lachance
17 1981 Rev. Raymond Fleurant
20 1960 Bro. Placide Morel
21 1989 Rev. Arthur Godin
22 1949 Bro. Alphonse Bonneau
22 1953 Rev. George Légère
22 1995 Rev. John Paul Choquette
23 1992 Rev. Lionel Vashon
24 1995 Bro. Victor Coté
26 1912 Rev. Louis Estevenon
28 1993 Rev. Charles Charest

Saint Ann’s Shrine

Building Relationships 
Every Day!
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“I am always excited when our friends call or 
email me to share their stories on how Saint 

Ann or the Blessed Sacrament Community has 
impacted their lives.”

friendships that I’m truly grateful for. I can be reached at 440-449-
2700 or sgongos@blessedsacrament.com. 

Our Blessed Sacrament Community in Bethany and Regina pray for 
you daily. Please let us know of any special intentions you’d like 
us to remember. The Blessed Sacrament Community supports you 
in prayer and Eucharist. We invite you and your group to join us 
at Saint Ann’s Shrine for Daily Mass at 11:30am, Monday-Friday 
(call for Holiday schedule). Your loved ones can be remembered 
during Saint Ann’s Shrine Masses and we have blessed oil and 
holy water available for a donation. Contact us at 440-449-2700 
or st-ann-shrine.org.

Stay connected with Saint Ann Shrine and the Blessed Sacrament 
Community by visiting our website and following us on Facebook. 
We recently updated our website to offer our friends the ability to 
make their gift through their DAF accounts by making a couple 
of simple clicks. 

Religious Communities in 
Florida, New York, Ohio, Texas

CoNGrEGATIoN oF ThE BLESSED SACrAMENT
5384 Wilson Mills Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44143

Bread Broken & Shared Newsletter is published 
quarterly by the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Province of Saint Ann, for family, 
friends and benefactors.

Contact information:
Phone: (440) 442-6311
Fax: (440) 442-4752
Editor: Thomas A. Wiese, SSS
Design:   Kay Vincent
Email: 
ssscommunications@blessedsacrament.com
Website: www.blessedsacrament.com

Photographs in this issue courtesy of:
Father Norman Pelletier, SSS; Saint Ann 
Shrine; SSS Generalate in Rome; CEE; File 
Photographs
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Prayer to Saint Ann
O glorious Saint Ann,
you are filled with compassion
for those who invoke you,
and with love for those who suffer.
Heavily burdened with the weight of my 
troubles,
I cast myself at your feet and humbly   
beg of you to take the present intention,
which I recommend to you in your special care.

Please recommend it to your daughter,
the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and place it before the throne of Jesus,
so that he may bring it to a happy issue.

Continue to intercede for me
until my request is granted.
But above all obtain for me the grace one day 
to see my God face to face, 
and with you and Mary and all the saints
to praise and bless him for all eternity.  
Amen.

Paul and Jesse Alcala
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Father Hernaldo Pinto Farias SSS

Episcopal Ordination Invitation
Translation of the Portuguese Text: 

The Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament and the Diocese

of Bonfim with great joy, invite
you and your family to the 
Eucharistic Celebration of

the Episcopal Ordination of

Father Hernaldo Pinto 
Farias SSS

named Bishop by Pope Francis
for the Diocese of Bonfim 

(Bahia, Brazil)

ordination:
September 15 2019 at 10:00am

in the Church of Our Lady of Boa Viagem – Belo Horizonte 
(Minas Gerais, Brazil)

Plaza of Our Lady of Boa Viagem

ordaining Bishop:
Bishop Walmor Oliveira de Azevedo
Archbishop of Belo Horizonte (MG)

President of the National Conference of Bishops of Brazil

other ordaining Bishops:
Bishop Jorge Alves Bezerra SSS – Bishop of Paracatu (MG)

Bishop Aldo di Cillo Pagotto – Archbishop Emeritus of Paraiba (CE)


